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W HEREIN 
A SHORT SVRVAY 
| IS TAKEN OF THE 
NATVRE AND VALVE 
OF TRVE POESY AND 
DEPTH OF THE ANCIENTS 


ABOVE OVR MODERNE 
POETS 
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To which # annexed the Tale 
of Narciſſus briefly 
mythologized 
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To the Right Hon": and my 
euer-honord Lord, © 
j Henry Lord Matraners, 
F ar Lond 
s Fhaue ener 
beene a louer 
( though ignorant one) of the 
eA rt of Pain ting, a frute of the 
Fancy that may be fitly called a 
filentPothy , foof neceſsity muſt 
T loue her Siſter the Art of Pot- 
ſp,which isno other then a ſpeak- 
ing Painting or Pitture. And be- 
cauſe I preſume your Lo": fauo- 
ring, end ſo well vnderſtandin 
the one , cannot-but mala 
and like the other, I adnenture to 
preſent a ſlight drafte of her to 
your Lo': that as you baue daily 
| — | before 


—— 
. — 


before your eyes, one of the beſt 
- ſuruayes of what #4, or can be in 
Pitture , you may haue likewiſe 
limned , though in little, by a « 
- creature no leſſe your owne then 
they are(how artfully T darenot 
auouch,but ſure )a true piture of 
- her Siſter Poiſy. eA Birth (my 
Lord) ſome moneths fince con- -» 
ceined, and enen as ſoone borne, 
and which, though now ope to 0- 
ther eyes, yet askes no other ho- 
' nour then your acceptance , to 
 whome in gratefull acknowledg- 
_ ment of your noble fauonrs , are 
(no leſſe then this his ſlight iſſue 
 8s,) for ener dedicated the beſt of 
the poore indeauors of the pa- 
rent 


Your Loy. humble, and moſt 
alic&ionate ſeruant 
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TO THE CANDID AND 


INGENVOVS READER. 


Ooke not generom Reader ( for fo [ 
. write to) for more in the few following 


leaues , then a plaine and ſimple verity 


wnadorned at all with eloquution , or Rhetori- 


call phr aſe , gloſſes fitter jerhaps to be ſet vpon 


filken and thinne paradoxicall ſemblances , then 


 appertaining to the care of who defires t0 lay 

owne a naked & vnmasked Trueth. Nor expe 
heere an Encomium or praiſe of any. ſuch thing as 
the world ordinarily takes Potſy for , That ſame 
thing beeing (as I conceiue) 4 ſuper fid all meexe 


ontfide of Sence , or gaye barke only (without the 


body) of Reaſon, __ ſo many excellent witts 
chat haue taken ſ0 muc ou in theſe times t0 
defend her , which ſure they would not haue done, 
if what & generally receiued now a dayes for Pue- 
{y , were not meerely a faculty , or _—_— of 
ſo little conſequence , as by the lowers thereof ra- 


ther ro be (;n their owne fauour) excuſed, then © 


for any good inthe thing it ſelfe,to be commended. 
Nor +. theu heere EB, ſolution , if x 

carioſity inzite thee to a ſatisfaBion in any the 
wnder- Accidents, butin meerely the Eſentiall 
Porme , of trae Pocſy : Such I call the Accidents 
or appendixes thereto, as conduce ſomewhas to the 
KIN 2404 EX; SOON COT 
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and E ſence thereof. And theſe accidents ( as 1 
call them) our commenders Cf defenders of Poeſy 
haue chiefely, and indeed ſufficiently injsjted, and 
dilated wpon, and are firſt , thoſe floures (as 

they are called) of Rhexorick, conſiſting of their 
Anaphoras,Epiſtrophes , Metaphors, Me- 
ronymyes, Synecdoches and thoſe their other 
potent T ropes and Figures; helpes,(if at all of uſe 

co furniſh out ex + 58 with,) much properer 
ſure , and more fitly belonging to Poeſy then Ora- 
cory; yet ſuch helpes , as if Nature haue nos be- 
forehand in hu byrth, giuen a Poet,all ſuch forced 
Art will come behind as lame to the buſineſſe,and 
deficient , as the beſt-taught countrey Morris 
dauncer with all bis bells and napkins will ill de- 
ſeruera bein an Inne of Courte at Chriſtmas , 
gearmed the thing they call a fine reeller. The 0- 
ther Accidents of Poeſy , and that are the greater 
part of the appurtenances thereof in the accoumpt 
of our Poets of theſe times, are alſo heere wtiterly 
wnmencioned ; ſuch as are , what ſort of Potme 
nay admit the blanke verſe, what requires exafe 
rime ; where the ſtrong line (as they call it) where 

the gentle , ſortes be. what ſubje® muf# haue 
 thewerſe of ſo many feete , what of other , where 
the maſculine rime , where the fnbnivr, and 
where the threeſillabled (which the Italians call 
theirrime ſdrucciole) aretobewſed. Theſe (1 
ſay) and the like Adjunfs of Potfy, (elſewhere 
amply diſcourſedof by many curious witts) are 


nor 
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 motheere mencioned. Only what I conceined fit to 

ſpeake ( and with what breuity 1 could) of the 
Auncient Poets ingenerall, and of the Forme and 
reall Eſſence of true Poeſy, conſidered meerely ir 
it owne worth and validity, without extrinſick 
and ſuppeditatiue ornament at all, rogether with 
the paralel! of their foyle (our Moderne Potts 
xd Potſyes,) Thaue, (to the end ro redeeme in 
ſome parte , and windicate that excellent Ars 
from the iniuryit ſuffers inthe worlds penerall 
miſprizion and miſconflruttion thereof, ) heere 
touched , and but touched, the rather to awake 

ome abler under flanding then my owne, to the 
purſue ( f they pleaſe) of a theame (1 conceige) 
well worthy a greater induſtry , and happyer lei- 


ſures then 1 my ſeife poſſeſite 
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WHEREIN A SHORT 
SVRVAY IS TAKEN OF 
THE NATVRE AND 


VALVE OF FRYE 


Poeſie, and deprh of the 
Ancients aboue our 
; Moderne Potts, 


= Haue thought vpon the 
Nel times wee liue in ; and 
ag am forced to affirme the 
5 4 world is decrepit , and 
== out of its age & doating 
eſtate, ſubieCt to all the imperfections 
that are inſeparable from that wracke 
and maime of Nature,that che young 
| behold with horror, and the ſufferers 
thereof lye vader with murmur and 
languifhmet.Euen the generall Soule 
of this great Creature , whereof eue- 


"MYTHOMYSTES. 


ry one of ours 1s a ſcuerall peece , 
izemes bedrid, as vpon her deathbed, 
ang neere the time of her diflolution 
| ro ſecond better eſtate , and being : 
| the yeares of her ſtrength are paſt; 
and ſhe is now nothing but diſeaſe 

for the Soules health 1sno other than 
meerely the knowledge of the Truth 

of things. Which health, the worlds 

* Fer t3e youth inioyed ; and hath now * ex- 

nin wt changed for it , all the diſeaſes of 
and thetimes all errors , hereſtes , and different 
beeinrowa** (oFts and ſchiſmes of opinions and vn- 
ap,zz, QJeritandings in all 'matter of Arts, 
Sciences , and Learnings whatſoeuer. 

To helpeon theſe diſeaſes to incura- 

bility , what age hath ener beene fo 

fruictull of liberty in all kindes, and of 

all permiſſion and allowance for this 

reaſon of ours, to runne wildely all 

; her owne hurtfulleſt wayes withour 
bridle , bound, or limit atall » For in- 

fiance ; vhat bookes have wee of 

" 8 war 
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what cuer knowledge, or in what 
myſteries ſoeuer, wiſely by our Aun- 
cients ( for auoiding-of this preſent 
malady the world is now falne into) 
couched, and carefully infoulded,but 
mult bee by euery = Frome perſon 
without exception , deflowred and 
broke open , or broke.in pieces, be- 
cauſe beyond his skill to valockethe? 


Or what Law haue we that pronides 


for the reſtraint of theſe myriads of 
hotheaded wranglers,&ignorant wri; 
ters and teachers ., which , out of the 
bare priuiledge of perhaps but puny 

graduate in ſome Vniverſity , will | 


- venter vpon all, euventhe moſt remo- 


ued and moſt abſtruſe knowledges,as 
perfect vnderlianders and expounders 
of them , vpon the ſingle warrant of 
their owne Leads ; Or inuenters of bet- 
ter themſelues , than all Antiquity | 
could deliver downe to them ; out of 
the treaſonous mint of their owne 1- 
>> B;z, _ mann 
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maginations ? What hauocke , what 


* miſchiefe to all learnings , and how 


great a multiplicity of poyſonous 
errours and hereſtes mult not of 
neceſſity hence enſue , and ouer- 
ſpread the face of all Truths whatſo- 


cuer? 


Among theſe herelies (to omit 
thoſe in matter of Diuinity , or the 
right forme of worſhipping God, 
which the Doctors of his Church are 
fitter to make the ſubzects of their 
rongues and pens, thanT, a Layman, 
andall-vaworthy the taske,) among, 
I ay, theſe, (if I may fo call chem) 
herefies, or ridiculous abſurdities in 
matter of humane letters, and their 
profeſſors 1n theſe times, I findnone 
{0 groſle, nor indeed any fo great ſcan- 
dall, or maime to hnmane learning, as 
in thealmolt cencrall abuſe , and vio- 


lence offered to the excellent art of 


Poelye; firlt, by thoſe learned (as they 


thinke 
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thinkethemſclues) of our dayes, who 
call themſclues Poets ; and next , b 
ſuch as out of their 1gnorance, hate 
not how much they prophane that 
high and facred title wm calling them 
ſo. 

From the number of theſe firſt 
mentioned,(for,for the lalt, I will nor 
mentionthem ; nor yer ſay as a graue 
Father, and holy one too , of certaine 
obſtinate heretikes ſaid ; Decipiantur is 
nomine diaboli ; but charitably wiſh 
their reformation, and cure of their 
blindneſle; ) from the multitude (T 
fay) of the common rimers in theſe 
our moderne times , and moderne 
tongues, I willexempt ſome few , as 
ofa better ranke and condition than 
the reſt. And fir{t to beginne with 
Spaine. T will ay irmay iultly boaſt to 
haue afforded (but many Ages ſince) 
excellent Poets, as Sexzca, the Trage- 
dian , Lucan, and Hariiall the Ept- 
grammatit,with others ; and _— cle 

acter 
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latter times, as diuerſe in Proſe , ſome 
good 'Theologians alſoin Rime; bur 
for other Poeſies in their (now ſpoke) 
zongue, of any great name, (not to Cx- 
toll their trifling- , though extolled 


Celeſtina , nor the ſecond part of their 


Diana de Monte Iajor , better much 
than the firſt ; and theſe but poeticke 
proſersneither,)I cannot fay it affords 
many , if any at all: The inclination 
of that people being to ſpend much 
more wit, and more happily in thoſe 
proſe Remances they abound in , ſuch 


as their Laxarillo Don Quixote , Guz- 


man, and thoſe kind of Cuenta's of their 
Picaro's . and Gitanilas , than in Rime, 
'T he French likewiſe, more than for a 


their Saluſt , (who may paſle amon 

the beſt Y = red I can be 
little of. 1:aly bath in all times, as in 
all abilities of the mind beſides, been 
much fertilcrthan either of theſe, in 


—— 
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Ron/ars , or Des-Portes, but chiefly 
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Poets. Among whom , (to omit a 
Peirarch,, who though he was an ex- 
cellent rimerin hisowne tongue, and 
| for lus Latine Africa witly deſerued 
che lawrell that was giuen him; yet. 
was a much excellenter Philoſopher 
in proſe; and with him , a Bembo, 
Dante, Ang : Politiano, Caporale, Pietro A- 
retino , Sannagaro, Guarini , and divers 
others, men of rare fancy all) I mult 
preferre chiefelythree; as the graue 
and learned Taſfo , in his Sorre grorni, 
(a dune worke) and his Gieruſalem 
liberata , ſo farre as an excellent pile of 
meerely Morall Philoſophy may de- 
ſerue. Then, Arioſo, for the artfull 
woofe of his ingenious , though vn- 
meaning fables ; the belt , perhaps , 
haue in that kind beene ſung fince 
Onuid. And laſtly, that ſmoorhwric 
Adonis of Marino , full of various con- 
ception,and diuerf1ty of learning. The 
Douche I cannot mention , being a 
OE on a 
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s MYTHOMYSTES. G 
{trangertotheir minds , and manners; 
therefore I will returne home to my 
Countrey-men , and mother tongue: 
And heere, exempt from the relt , a 
Chaucer,for ſome of his poems,chiefe- = 
ly his Troyhu and Cresjjde. Then the 
generous and ingenious Sidxey, for his ; 
ſmooth and artfull Arcadia. (and who q 
I could wiſh had choze rather to haue 
left vs of his pen, an Encomaſticke 
Pocme in honour , then proſe-Apo- 
logy in defence , of his fauorite, the + | 
excellent Artof Poeſy.) Next, Imuſt | 
approue the learned Spencer , in the 
reſtof his Pozms , no lefſe then his 
Fairy Queene , an exaCt body of the 
Ethicke doCtrine : though ſome good 
mdgments haue wiſht (and perhaps 
not wuhout cauſe) that he had there- | 
in beene a little freer of his fiction , 
and not focloſe rinetted to his Mo- 
rall ; no lefle then many doe to Da- 
niells Ciuile warrs, that it were (though 
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ſomwhat more than a true Chronicle 
hiſtory in rime ; who, in other lefle 


laboured things , aue indeed 
more happily , ( r , alwayes 
cleerely and {moot ritten. Wee 
haue among vs a late-Writ Polyolbion, 


alſo and an Agincourre , wherinT will 
only blame their honeſt Authours il] 
fate ,1n not hauing laid him oue ſome 
happier Clime,to haue giuen honour 
and life to, in ſome happier language. 
Aftertheſe , (beſides ſome late dead) 
thereare others now liuing , dram- 
maticke and liricke writers , thar 1 
muſt deſeruedly commend for thoſe 
parts of fancy and imaginacion they 
poſleſſe;and ſhould much more,could 
wee ſee them ſomewhat more , force 
thoſe gifts, and liberall graces of Na- 
_ ture, to the end ſhee gaue them ; and 
therewith, worke and conſtantly tire 
vpon ſollid knowledges ; the which 
EL 
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otherwiſe'a commendable worke)yet | 
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hauing from the rich fountes of our 


Teuerend Auncients , drawne with 


vnwearied , and wholſomely 1imploi- 
ed induſtrieMFhey might 1n no lefle 
pleaſing anMEoNtable fictions than 
they haue dURF{ the very fittelt con- 
duit-pipes) dEriue downe to vs the 
vnder{tanding of things euen fartheſt 
remooued from vs, and moſt worthy 
our ſpeculation, and knowledge. But 
alas, ſuch children of obedience, I 
mult take leaue to ſay , the molt of 
our ordinary pretenders to Poeſy now 
a dayes ,are to their owne , and the 
diſeaſed times 11] habits, as the racke 
will not bee able to make the moſt 
aduiſed among twenty of them con- 
feſle , to haue farther inquired , or at- 
tended to more , in the beſt of their 
Authours they haue choſen to read 


{carce ſuftered rhemſelues to looke 
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MYTHOMYSTES. x: 
beyond the dimenſ1on of their owne 
braine, for any better counſaile or in- 
ſtruction elſewhere. What can wee 
expect then of the Poems they write? 
Or what can a man meezthinks liken 
them more fitly to, than to 1xioy's 11- 
ſue ? for hee that with meerely a na- 
turall veine, (and a little vanity of 
nature , which I can becontent to al- 
low a Poet ) writes without other 
grounds of ſollid learning , than the 
belt of theſe vngrounded rimers vn- 
der{tid or aime at, what does he more 
than imbraceaſlembled cloudes with 
1xion, and beget only Monſters? This 
might yetbe borne with,did not theſe 
people as cofidently viurpe to them. 
ſelues the title of Schollers , and lear- 
ned men, as ifthey poſleſt the know- 
ledges of all the Magi, the wiſe Eaſt 
did euer breed; when, let me demand 
but a reaſon for ſecurity of my iudge- 
ment in allowing them for ſuch,they 
Cn > - 
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ftraire gine mee to know they vnder- 
ſtand the Greeke , and Larne; and in 
concluſion, I diſcouer, the compleate 
crowne of alſtheir ambition is but to 


be ſtiled by ethers a good Latiniſt or 


Grecian "nd then they (tile chemſelues 
good d>chollers.So would I too,had [ 


. not before hand beene taught to ſay : 


Non quia Greca ſcias,vel calles perbaLa- 
tina, Dofius es aut ſapiens,ſed quia vera vi. 
des; & beſides, hapned to know a late 
tratralling Odcombian among vs; that 
became(I know not for what mortal. 


lerſinnerhan his variety of language) 


*Forthey 
made him. 
ſtand, and 
ſpeake 
Greeke ypon 
his head 


with his 


 heecles yo- 


L 


Ward, 


the common ſcorne, and contempt of 
all che abuſive witts ot the time; yet 
poſleſt both choſe languages in great 
perfection ; as his eloquent orations 
in both toungs ; (and vttered vpon 
his owne* head without prompting) 
haue euer ſufficiently teſtified. Now, 
finding this to be the greater part of 
the Schollerſhip theſe our Poets in- 
- + ewour 
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deauour to haue , and which many of 
them alſo have ; I find withall, they 
6: downe as ſatisfied , as if their vn- 
fo.n:ſt; obrefts conta.nedeach one the 
leacring and wifdome of an Orpheus , 
Vira:l,Refio, Pindarus, and Homer alto- 
gecher, When as,what haue they elſe 
but chebarke and cloathing mcerely 
wherein their high and profound do- 
Etrines lay ? Neuer looking farther 
into thoſe their golden fictions for 
any higher ſence, or any thing diuiner 
in them in. zulded&hid from thevul- 
ear,bucluiied with the meruellous ex. 
preſſion & artfull contexture of their 
fables-tanquam paruipueri(as one fates) 
per brumam ad ignem ſe{(itantes , aniles 
nuzas fabellaſque de Poetry imbibunt, cum 
interim de tiliore ſanftioreque ſententia 
minims ſunt {olliciti. 

I haue {taid longer, and rubde har- 
der mee thinkes than needes,vpon the 
ſore of our now a day Poets, Let mee: 
; RE - 
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leauc them, and looke backe to the 
neuer-enough honoured Auncients ; 
and ſet them before our eyes, who no 
lefle deſeruedly wore the name of 
Prophets , rar E 

the Giods (to vie theirowne * phraſe , 
or Sonnes of the Grods,as-Plaro * calls 
them) than Poets. To the end wee 
may , if in this declining ſtate of the 
world we cannot rectify our oblique 
one, by their perfect and ſtrair line, 


yet indeauour 1t: and in the meane 


time give the awefull reuerence due 
tochem , for the many regions of d1- 
{tance between their knowledyes and 
ours. And this that wee may the 
better doe , let vs parale]| them with 
the Poets (if I may focall them) of 
our times, in three things only, and 


fo carry along rogether their ſtrait 


and our crooked line , for our better 
knowledge of them, and reformation 
of our ſelues, In the firſt place then , 
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fet vs take a ſuruay of their naturall 
inclination aud propenſenefle to the 
acquilitis of the knowledge of truth, 
by what is delivered to vs of them; as 
alſo, of their willing neglect, anda- 
uer{1on fromall worldly buſtnefleand 
cogitations that might be hindrances 
in the way to their defired end. 

1. Ic is1n humane experiencefound, 
as wellas by all writers determined , 
that the powerfulleſt of al the affects 
of the munde 1s Loue, and therefore 


the diuine Plaro* ſayes,it is ſtly cal-* 7, phaare; 


led Roma ; Which among the Greeks, 
is force, potency , or vehemence. Of 
this Loue there be two kinds ; Cele- 
{tiall or IntelleCtuall; or elſe Carnal] 
orVulgar.Of both thele kinds Salcmon 
hach ſpoken exccllently, of the Vul- 
2ar, 11 his Prouerbes asa Morall, and 
in his Eccleltaſtes as a Naturall Phi- 
loſopher ; and diuine-like of the dt- 
uine and Intelletuall Lone in iis 
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Canticle ; for which it is called a- 
mong all the reſt of theholy Scrip- 


ture C anticum canticorum ,as the molt 


| facred anddiuine, The obiect of this 


Celeſtiall or Intelleuall Loue, (for 
the other , or vulgar Loue 1t con- 
cernes mee ;not to mention, ) 1s the 
excellency of the Beauty of Supernall 
and IncelleCtuall thinges : To the 
contemplation whereof, rationall and 
wiſe Spirits are- forcibly raiſed and 
lifted aloft ; yea lifted oftentimes fo 


far(fayes Plato) * aboue mortality, as 


euen-in Deun iran/eunt , and fo full 
fraught with the delight and abon- 
dance of the pleaſure they feele in 
thoſe their eleuations , raptures , and 
mentall alienations (wherin the ſoule 
remaines fora timequite ſeperated as 
it were from the bedy) do not otily 
{ing with the ingenious Owid : E/ 
Deus in nobiy , agitante cale{cimu illo, But 
in an Extaticke manner, and to vic 
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Plato's*phraſe) diuino afflatu cicitati,cry * 7n lane: 
out with the intraunced Zoroaſter- 
Ope thine eyes , ope them wide ; raiſe and 
lift them aloft. And of this , the ex- 
cellent Prince To: Picuw- Mirandula, 
(in a diſcourſe of his vpon the do- 
Ctrine of P/ato) giues the reaſon; fay- 
ing : Such , whoſe -onderſIanding (being 
by Philoſophical ſtudie refined and illumi- 
nated ) knowes thu ſenfible Beauty to bee 
but the image of another more pure and 
excellent , leauing the loue of thiy , defire to 
: ſee the other ; and perſeucring in this ele- 
| uation of the minde , arrine at laſt to that 
celeſtiall loue ; which although it lines in 
the -onderſtanding of the ſoule of enery 
mn , yet they only (ayes he) make -oſe 
of it,and they are but few, who ſeparating 
themſelues wholy from the care of the bo- © 
dy, [eeme thence oftentimes extaticke , and 
as it were quite rauiſht and exalted aboue 
the earth and all earthly amuſements.And 
facther,n another place of that T'rea- £9 597: 
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tiſe , adds that many with the feruent 
loue of the beauty and excellence 
of inrellectuall chings , haue beene 
ſo raized aboue all earthly confidera- 
tions,as they haue lolt the vie of their 
corporall eyes. Homer ({ayeshe) with 
ſeeing the ghoſt of Achilles, which inſpired 
him with that Poeticke fury, that who with 
eouderſtanding reades , ſhall find to con- 
taine in it all intelieftuall contemplation,was 
thereby depriued (or faigned to bee de- 
priued) of hi corporall eye-fght , as one 
that ſeeing all chings aboue, could. 
not attend to the heeding of triuiall 
and meaner things below. And ſuch 
rapture of the ſpirit, is expreſt (faies 
he)in the fable of Tyrefias that ( alimacus 
knes ; who for hauing ſeene Pallas naked 
( which ſignifies no other than that 1deall 
beauty whence proceeds all fincere wiſdome, - 
and not cloathed or couered with corporal 
matter) became [odainly blind , and was by 
the ſame Pailas made a Prophet; [oas that 
Ro : which 
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which blinded h1s corporall eyes, opened to 
him the eyes of hu pnderſtanding;by which 
he ſaw not only all things paſt , but alſo all 
that were eas. © 


Loe, theſe,and ſuch Spirits as theſe _, 


_ the learned Picw ſpeakes of , fuch 
were thoſe of thoſe Aunctent Fathers 
of all learning , and Tyre{a-like Pro- 
phets, as Poets : ſuchtheirnegleCt of 
the body, and buſinelle of the world! _ 
Such their blindneſle co all things of 

tritiall and inferiour condition ; And 
ſuch laſtly were thoſe extaticke ele- 
uations ; or that truly-diuinu furor of 


theirs, which Plato ſpeaking of * fayes * 7» Tine. 


it 15-4 thing [o ſacred , 45-non fine maximo 
fanore Dei comparari queat ; cannot bee 
attained to without the wonderfull 
 fauour of Cod. An4j which ſelfe 
thing themſelues ment in their fable 
of that beautifull Ganimede, they ſing 
of , (which interpreted , is the Con- 


templation of the Soule , or the Ra- 
- Vs 
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tionall part of Man) fo deare to the 
God of gods and men, as that he rai- 
ſeth it vp to heauen , there to powre 
out to him (as they make Im his 
cupbearer) the ſoueraigne Nectar of 
Sapienceand wiſdome, the 11quor he 
is onely beſt pleaſed and delighted 
with, Theſe were thoſe aches (as I 
lately called them ) and fountes of | 
knowledge and learning ; ornurſes of 
wiſdome, from whoſe pregnant brelts 
the whole world hath fuck the beſt 
part of all the humane knowledge it 
tt hath; And from whoſe wiſe and 


Nata: (:- Excellent fables (as * one of our Jate 


mes, 


Mytholog ans truely notes) All thoſe 
were after them called Philoſophers tooke 


their grounds and firlt jnitia Philoſo- 


phandi z adding.thac their Philoſophy 
was no other than meerely-fabularun 
ſenſa ab inuolucruy exunijſque fabularum 


explicata-the ſenſes and meanings. of 


tables taken out and ſeperated from 
RE . © 
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their huskes and 1nuoluements. With 

whom the excellent Jo: Picus (or 

rather Phenix as wiſemen * hauc na-* 4,,.p,;. 

med him) conſenting , fayes in his 4- evans (Rs 
' pologia(ſpeaking of the Poeſies of Zo- y;*viſcall 

F oaſter and Or phew)-Or pheus apud Gra rum onnium 


cos ferme intiger ; Zoroaſter apud cos * ny 
MANCUY , apud Caldaos abſelutior leettur . Baroaldus, 
Ambo (layes he) priſce Sapientie patres 9d our Sir 

Both of chem fathers and gj,v/7%%*s 
& authores. Both ofthem fathers and gg moms 
authors of the auncienr Wiſdome. infinicemany 


With theſe alſo the molt autencicke = 
Tamblicus , the ( aldean, who Writes- ly write his 
Pythagoras had-Orphicam Theologiam Proiles. 
zanquam exemplar, ad quam ipſe ſuan ef- 

fingeret formaretque philoſophiam ; the 
Theology of Orpheus as his coppy 

and patterne , by which hee formed 

and faſhioned his philoſophy. I will 

ad a word more of the bef.re-cited 
*Picus,who thus far farther of Orpheus 

in particular * ſayes-Secreta de Nume- + j, ,,,,,. 
ru dottrina , & quicquid magnum ſubli- fol. 83. 
meque 


* 7n Lyſiae, 


” 7n fone, 


*]1 Phedyo, 


_ 


* [7x Str eva 
Fol, 32G. 
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meque habuit Greca pbiloſophia , ab Or- 
pbet inſtitutts vt 4 primo fonte manauit 3 
the myſticall doCtrine oi Nunbers , 
and what cuer the Greeke philolo- 
phy hadin it great and high , flowed 
all fromthe Inſtitutions of Orpheus, 
as from their firſt fount. And of the 
reſt of his ranke and fraternity, thoſe-' 
Sapientiz patres,ac duces (as Plato *calls 
thoſe old excellent Poets ) , I will 
conclude in generall , with the teſti- 
mony of fir\t , the now-mentioned 
Plato; who ſayes likewiſe elſewhere 
* Nibil aliud ſunt quam deorum inter- 
pretes ; they are no other than che In- 
texpreters of the gods, And in another 
place. * that-their pruciara poemata 
n0n bominum ſunt inuenta , ſed celeſtia 
muncra.Their excellent Po:ms are not 
the inuentions of men , but gifts and 
and graces of heauen, Andlaſtly with 
Farrathe learned Alexandria, who 
ſpeaking likewiſe * of the o1d Poets, - 

layes- 


"MYTHOMYSTES. 2: 
fayes-Their fables are all full of moſt high 


Ty(teries; and haus in themihat ſplendor 


that itihed into the fancy and intelleft, ra- 
ailht, and inflamed with diuire fury. And 
in the ſame Treatiſe makes this partt- 
cular mention of ſome of them-and is 


thoſe times flouriſhed Linu, Orpheus, Mu- 


ſeu, Homer, Hefiod, and all the other moſt 


famous of that iruly golden age, 

Now to apply this ſhort view we 
haue taken of theſe auncient Poets, 
whither there appeares ought inany 
our ſtudents, or writers of our times, 
be they Poets or Philoſophers (E put 
them together, as who are, or ſhould 
be both profeſſors of but one, and the 
ſame learning , though by the one re- 
ceiued and deliuered in che apparell 
of verſe, the other of proſe,) that may 
in any degree of coherence ſuffer a 
paralell with either the Inclinations 
or Abilities of ſuch as theſe before 
mentioned, I wiſh we could ſee cauſe 
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togrant. but rather , that thereis in 
them (for ought appeares) no. ſuch | 
inclination to the loue or ſearch of a- |} 
ny great or high truthes ('for the 7 
Truthes ſake , meerely) nor the like q 
neglect of the world and blindneſle | 
tothe vanities thereof , in reſpect of 
it, nor Jaſtly, any fruites from them , 
fauouring of thelike Induſtry,or bea- 
ring any ſhadow ſcarce of ſimilitude | 
with that of theirs, wee may poſt- 
tiucly affirme ; as atruth no [eas ob. 
| uiousto cuery mans eye,thanthela- | 
mentable cauſe and occaſion thereof |}. 
_ is tocuery mans vnderſtading; which | 
is the meane accoumpt , or rather 
contempr and ſcorne that in theſe | 
dayes, all vagaining Sciences, & that - | 
conduce not immediately to world- 


ly profit, or popular eminence, are 
held inthe, Poet eſpecially. 


ual 
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Qual vaghbexza al lauro,qual ai mirto? 

Pouera, e nuda val filo/ofia, 

Drce laturba al vil guadaens inteſa. 
Whence it is , that much time-ſpent 
in ſollid contemplatiue ſtudies is held 
vaine and vnneceſlary;and theſe [light 
flaſhes of ragroodes thy dns 


Nothings,& meere imbroideries vpo 


copwebbs) that the world ſwarmes 
with, (like ſophiſticatealchimy gold 
that will not abidethefirſt couch, yet 
glicters more in the eye than the fadd 
weight yer true gold ),arconly labou- 


red forand attended too; becauſe they 


take beſt, and moſt pleaſe che cor- 
Ft caſt and falſeapperite of the ſor- 


did and barbarous times wee lue in. 


And yet to ſpeake a troth , I cannot 
herein blame the diſeaſed world fo 
much, as Ido the infelicity of thar fa- 
cred Art of Poeſy ; which like the 
foueraigne preſcriptions of a Galer 


or Hypocrates , ordered and diſpen- 
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ſed by illiterate Empyricks or dog- 
leeches, muſt needes (as the beſt phi- 
ſicks ill handled) proue but fo much 
variety of poyſon inſtead of cure. And 
{uch are the montibanke Rimers of 
the time, and ſo faulty , that haue fo 
much abuſed their prefellion,and the: 


| world; andſtucke fo generall a ſcan- 


dall vpon that excellent Phyſicke of 
the minde; with the poyſon of their 
meritricious flatteries, and baſe ſer- 
uile fawning at the heelesof world]! 
wealth and greatneile , as makes it 
abhorred of all men ; and moſt , of 
thoſe that arc of molt vnder{tanding. 
For indeed what can bee more con- 
temptible, or breeda greater indigna- 
fion.n wilc,and vnder{tanding minds, 
than to ſee the ſtudy of W;1\dome 
made not only a mercinary , but vitie 
ous Occupation. And that ſame-puidi- 
cam Palladem,(as a wile Author from 
the like reſentment aptly ſaies) deorun 
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munere inter bomines diner [antem cijci,ex- 
þloai exibilari , Non babere qui amet , qui 
; faueat , nifs ipſa quafi proſtans ,  prefio- 
rate ireinitaty accepta mercedula; malc- 
paratum as im amaioru arculam refe- 
rat. 2 

2. Theſecond great diſparity,thac 
I find betweene thoſe auncient Fa- 
thers of learning , and our moderne 
writers, is inthe price and eſtimati- 
on they held their knowledges in. 
Which appeares in the care they 
tooke to conceale them from the vn- 
worthy vulgar ; and which doth no 
lefle commend their wiſdome , than 
conclude (by their contrary courſe) 
our Modernes , empty, and barren of 
any thing rare and pretious in them ; 
who in all oenkallliny would not 


proſtitute all they know to the rape 
and ſpoile of euery illiterate reader , 
were they not conſcious to them- 
ſelues thetic treaſor deſeruesnot many 
Fs locks 


A 
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locks to guard.it vader. But that I 
may not conclude vpon. a-nou conceſ- 
{wm , for I remember I haue heard it 
affirmed , (and by ſome too that the 
time calls Schollers) , thatthe Aun- 
cients certainely ſpoke their mea- 
nings as plaine as they could , and 
were the ter men for doing o ; 
and there may be more birdsbeſ1de,of 


theſame feather with theſe; therefore 


I willin charity ſpeakea word or two 
for theſe peoples inſtruction ; and in 
the meane betweenethe whining He- 
raclite , and ouer-rigid Democritu (as 
much as in me lyes ) comiter errant 
 monſtrare viam. 

Let ſuch then as areto learne whi- 
ther to conceale their knowledges., 


was the intent and {tudied purpoſe 


of che Auncient Poets all , and moſt 
of the' auncient Philoſophers alſo , 
ter ſuch I ſay , know , that , when in 
the worlds youth & capabler eſtate , 

thoſe 
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thoſe old wiſe Zzgyptian Prieſts be- 
gannc to ſearch out the Milteries of 
Nature , which was at firſt the 
whole worlds only diuinity )chey de- 
 uized, to the end to retaine among 
themſelues what they had found , 
(leſt it ſhould be abuledand vilefied 
by being deliuered to the vulgar) cer- 
caine marks,and characters ofthings, 
 vnder which all the precepts of their 
wildome were contained ; which 
markes they called Hieroglyphicks or 
ſacred grauings. And morethen thus, 
they delivered little : or what euer it 
was, yet alwaies disfmulaster , and in 
Enigma's and myſticall riddles , as 
their tollowing diſciples alſo did. 
Andthis prouizo of cheirs, thoſe I- 
mages of Sphynx they placed before 
all cheir Temples did inf1nuate ; and 
which they ſet for admonitions, that 
high and Myſlicall matters ſhould 
by riddlesand enigmaticall knotts be 
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kept inuiolate from. the prophane 
Mulrtitude. I will giue inſtance of 
one or two of them. The authentike 
teſtimony late cited ( to other pur- 
poſe) by mee of Orpheus, and his lear- 
ning , (viz. That he was one of the 
priſce [apientie patres, and that the Se- 
creta de numern doftrina and what euer 
the Greeke Philoſophy had in it- 
HMagnum & ſublime , did trom his In- 
{tirutions , vt a primo fonte manare , ) 
hath theſe words immediately fol- 
lowing-Sed qui erat rveterum mos philo- 
{ophorum ,ita Orphew ſuorum dogmatum 
myſteria fabularum intexit inuolucrt , & 
poetico oelamento dis mulauit ; cv 6 quis 


 legat illos Hymnos nthil ſubeſſe credat pre- 


rer fabellarnueaſque meracis/mas-but as 
it was the manner of the Auncient 
Philoſophers , fo Orpheus within the 
foults and inuoluements of fables,hid 
the miſter1es of his doctrine; and dif. 
ſembled the vnder a poeticke maske; 

{0 
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ſo as who readesthoſe hymnes of his, 
will not belceuc any thing to bee in- 
cluded vnder them , but meere tales 

and trifles, Homer likewiſe, by the 
ſame mouth poſittuely auerred to 
haue included in his cwo Pocms of 
Iliads and Odiſes-all mtelleFruall contem- 
plation ;and which are called the Sun 
and Moone of the Earth,for the light 
they beare (as one well notes) betore 
all Learning ; (and of which Demo- 

critw ſpeaking, (as Farra * the Alex- + j, 54114; 

andrian obſerues ) ſayes-it was tmpoſ-fel- 259. 

(ible but Homer , to haue compoſed ſo won- 

derfull workes,muſt haue been indued with 

a diuine and inſpired nature ; who -onder ih 

a curious, and pleaſing aile of fable, hath FE 

raueht the world how great and excellent 8 

the beauty of true wiſdome 15. NO leſle 

chen Ang: Politianus who ſfayes*-Om- -,, ,,,_. 

niain hi, ab his ſunt omnia.) yet what 

appeares(I fay )in theſe workes of Ho- 

wer tO the meere ; or ignorant reader ,- 

: - al 
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at all of doctrine or document , or 
more, than two fiaious impoſlible 
tales, orlyes of many men that neuer 
were, andthouſands of deedes thar 
neuer weredone ? Nor lefle cautious 
than theſe , were molt of the Aunci- 
ent Philoſophers alſo. The diuine 
Plato writing to a friend of his-de [u- 
premu (ubſtantys-Per enigmata ( {ayes 
he) dicendum eſt : ne fi epiſtola forte ad 4- 
liorwn peruenerit manu , que tibi [cribi- 
mu, ab alijs intelligantur-we mult write 
incnigma's and riddles; leſt if ircome 
to other hands ; what wee writc to 
thee,be vnderſtood by others. Ariſtotle 
of thole his books, wherein he treates 
of Supernaturall things, ayes ( as 
Aulu Gellius teſtifies )* that-they were- 
editi , & non editi; as much as to ſay , 
Myſtically or enigmatically written; 
adding farther-cognobiles ijs tantum c- 
runt qui n0s audiunt-they ſhall be only 
knowneto Our hearers or diſciples. 


and 
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and this cloſeneſle Pythagoras alſo ha- 


uing learnedof thoſe his Maſters,and 
caught it his diſcipJes, he was made 
the Maſter of Silence. And who, as 
all the doCtrines hee delivered were 
(after the manner of the Hebrewes, &- 
- gyþtians , and moſt auncient Poets, ) 

layd downe in enigmaticall and figu- 
ratiue notions, ſo one among other of 
his is this-Giue not readily thyright hand 


to eucry one, by which Precept (ayes 
the profound Iamblicw*) that preat 
Maſter aduertiſeth that wee ought 
not to communicate to vaworthy 
mindes, and not yet practized in the 
vnderſtanding of occulte doCtrines , 
thoſe miſterious inſtructions thar are 
only to bee opened (ſayes he) and 
taught to facred and ſublime wits , 
and ſuch ashaue beene a: long time 
exerciſed and verſed in them. 
Now, from this meanes that the 
firſtauncients vied,of deliuering their 
ESE  know- 


* In lib: &; 
Miſter: 
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knowledges thus among themſelues 
by word of mouth ; and by ſucceſſiue 
reception from them downe to after 
ages, That Artof myſucall writing 
by Numbers, wherein they couched- 
ynder a fabulous attire , thoſe their 
verball Inſtructions, was after,called« 


| Scientia Cabal, orthe Science of re- 


* In Apolog. 
fol. IIg, | 


T08p*. au 


ception : Cabala among the Hebrews 
ſignifying no other than the Latine 
receptio : A learning by the auncients 
held in high eſtimactonand reerence 
and not without great reaſon ; for if 
God (as the excellent Io: Picw* re- 
hearſes)-nibil caſu , ſed omnia per ſuam 
[apientiam vt in pondere O& menſura, ita 
in num:ro diſpoſuit ; did nothing by 
chance , but through his wiſdome 
diſpoſed all things as in weizhe and 
meaſure, ſo ikewiſe in number;(and 
which taughtche ingenious Salsſte to 


Bertas in his ſay,* that,--- 


. Columnes, 
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—— Sacred harmony 


- And law of Number did accompany 


Th allmizhty moſ1 ,when firſt ba ordinace 
Appointed Earth to reſt , and Heauen to 
daunce ) 
Well might Plato * conſequently af- 
firme that-among ll liberall Arts , and 
contemplatiue Sciences , the chiefeſt and 
moſt dinine was the-Scientia numerand:. 


. and who likewiſe queſtioning why 


Man was the wiſeſt of Animalls , 
anſwers himſelfe againe (as Ariſtotle 
in his Problemesobſerues)-quia nume- 
rare nouit-becauſe hee could number. 
no lefle than Auengoar the Babylonian, 
whoſe frequent word by 4lbymazars 
report (as Picus Hirandula * notes) 


wasS=eum emnia noſſe qui nonerat nume- | 
 rare-that hee knowes all things that 


knowes number. But howſoener an 
Art thus highly cried vp by the Aun- 
cients ; Yet a Learning (I ſay) now 
more than halfe loſt ; or at leaſt by 
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knowledges thus-among themſelues 
by word of mouth ; and by ſucceſſue 
reception from them downe to after 
ages; That Artof myliicall writing | 
by Numbers, wherein they couched 
E  wndera fabulous attire , thoſe their 
verball Inſtructions, was after,called 
Scientia Cabalz, or the Science of re- 
ception : Cabala among the Hebrews 
ſignifying no other than the Latine 
receptio : A learning by the auncients 
held in higheſtimacionand reuerence 
and not without great reaſon ; for if 
#0 gates God (as the excellent Io : Picw* re- 
fol. 11g, © hearſes)-nibil caſu , ſed omnia per ſuam 
[apientiam vt in pondere & menſura, ita 
in numzro diſpoſuit ; did nothing by 
chance , but through his wi{dome 
diſpoſed all things as in weivhe and 
meaſure, ſo likewiſe in number;(and 
* Sip, au WHICH taughtthe ingenious Salsſte to 


Bertas in his fay o that,-— 
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- Sacred harmony 

And law of Number did accompany 

Th allmizhty moſt when firſt ba ordinace 

Appo.nted Earth to reſt , and Heauen to 

daunce ) | 

Well might P/aro * conſequently af- 
firme that-among all liberall Arts , and 
contemplatine Sciences , the chiefeſt and 
moſt dinine was the-Scientia ntmerand:. 
and who likewiſe queſtioning why 


CY 


Man was the wiſelt of Animalls, 


anſwers himſelfe againe (as Ariſtotle 
in his Problemesobſerues)-quia nume- 
rare nouit-becauſe hee could number. 
no lefle than Auengoar the Babylonian, 
whoſe frequent word by Albumazars 
report (as Picus Mirandula * notes ) 
waS=crm emnia noſſe qui nonerat nume- 
rare-that hee knowes all things that 
knowes number. But howſoeuer an 
Art thus highly cried vp by the Aun- 
cients ; Yet a Learning (I fay) now 


*[n eApo- 
log: 


more than halfe loſt ; or at leaſt by 
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ſuch as poſleſſe any limbeof ir, rather 
talked of , thau taught. Rabanus a 
great Doctor of the Chriſtian Church 
only excepted, who hath writ a par- 
ticular booke-de Numerorum virtuti- 
bu, by diuerſe others, as Ambroſe, Na- 
zianxen , Origine , Auguſtine , and ma- 
ny more, (asthe learned To: Picw at - 
largein his Apology ſhowes) reue- 
rendly mentioned , but neuer publi- 
ſhed in their writings. AndI am fully 
of opinion (which till I find reaſon 
torecant, I will not bee aſhamed to 
owne)thatthe Ignorance of chis Arc, 
and the worlds mayme in the want , 
or not.vnderſtanding of it , is infinua- 
ted in the Poets generally-ſung fable 
of Orpheus : whom they faigne to 
haue recouered his Ewtdice fromHell, 
with his Muſick ; that is Truth and 
Equity, from darkeneſle of Barba- 
riime and Ignorance , with his pro- 
tound and excellent Doctrines ; bur, 


that. 


a. 
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that in the thicke caliginous way to 
the vpper-carth, (he was loſt againe; 
and remaines loſt to vs, that read and 
vnder{tand him nor, for want,meere- 
ly of the knowledge of that Art of 
Numbers thac ſhould vnlocke and 
explane his Myſticall meanings.to 


VS 


This Learning of the Zzyprians 
(thus concealed by them , as Lhaue 
ſhewed) being transferred from them 
to the Greekes ; was by . them from 
hand to hand deliuered {Hill in fabu- 
lous riddles among them ;and thence 
downe to the Latings. Of which 
beades, the ingenious Quid has made a 
curious and excellent chaine; though 
perhaps hee vnderitood not their 
depth ; as our wiſelt Naturaliſts 
doubt not to afirme, his other Con- 
treymen I.«cretius and that more lear- - 
ned Scholler (IT me:ne Imitater) of 


Hfod , the ſingular Uirgil, did ; and 


which 
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which are the ſinewes and marrow , 

no lefle than ſtarres and ornaments 

of his incomparable Poems : And 

ſtill by chem , as by their maſters be- 

fore them , preſerued with equall 
care, fromthe miſchiefe of diuulga- 

tion , or Prophanation : a vice by the 
Aunctents in general! , no lefle than 

by Moſes particularly , in the deliue- 

ring ofthe Law (according to the 0. 
pinions of the moſt learned , beth 
Chriſtian Diines , and Iewiſh Ra- 
bines) with ſingular caution proui- 

ded againſt and auoided. JF rize (aid 

* Lib:2, ca: the Angell to Eſaras) * all theſe thines 
rt VT» thatshou haſt ſcene ,in a booke, and hide 
them,and teach them only to the wiſe of the 
people , whoſe heartes thou knoweſ may 
comprehend and keep theſe ſecrets. And 

fince I late mentioned that great Se- 
cretary of God , 219-5. to whole ſa- 

cred pen as we cannot attribute too 
much, ſo, that wee may giue the 
greater 


— 
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greater reuerence tO him , and conſe. 
quently the greater credit co the an- 
chority of thoſe Auncient followers 
and imitaters of Jus, or (thac T may 
righter ſay , and not vareverently) 
thoſe iointrunners with him in the 
ſame example of cloſeneſle , and care 
co conceale , I will ſpeake a word or 
ewoof him. And vpon the warrant 
of preater vnderſtandings than my 
owne , auerre That it is the firme 
opinion of all ancient writers, which 
(as an indubitable troth) , they do all 
with one mouth confirme, that the 
full and entire knowledge of all wiſ. 
domeboth diuine & humane,1s inclu- 
dedin the five bookes of the Moſaicke 


law-dis/mulata autem, & occultata (as 


the excellent 10: Picw in his learned®* +7, z7,,y. | 


expoſition vpon him Ayes) in liters 
ip{is, quibus difttones legu contexts [tnt- 
But hidden and diſguized euen in the 


letters themf{lues that formethe pre- 


cepts 


— 
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cepts of the Law. And the ſame pi- 
cus, in * another diſcourſe of his vpon 
thebookes of Moſes moreat large to 
the ſame purpoſe ſayes-Scribunr non 
modo celebres Hebr&orii doftores (whom 
afrerwards he names ,* as) Rabi Elia- 
Rar, Rabi Moyfis de Afgypto , Rabi Si- 
meonBen Lags, Rabi 1ſmahel, Rabi Tedam, 
& Rabi Nachinan ; ſed ex noſtri« quoque 
B[dras, Hilarim, & Origines , Mojem 
non legem modo , quam quinque exaratan 
libris poſters reliquit, ſed ſecretiorem quo- 
que, veram legws enarrationem in monte 
diuinitus actepiſſe. Preceptum autem ci a 


Deo , vt legem quidem populo publicaret , 


- legu autem interpretationem nec traderet 


liters nec inuulgaret , ſed ipſe Teſu Naue 
tantum ; tum ille , alys deinceps ſacerdo- 
tum primoribut magna filentij religione re- 
uelaret-the molt renowned and authe- 
ztique not only among the Hebrew 
Doctors, as Rabi Eliazar , Rabi Moy- 
ſes de #gypto , Rabi Symon Uc. but 
= among 
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among ours :1ſo , E/dras, Hillary ,and 
Origme , doe write that Aoſes recet- 


ued from God vpon the mount not 


the Law only , which he hath left in 


five bookes exactly deliuered to po- 
{teri:y, but the more hiddenalfſo,and 


crue explanation of che Law : Bur. 


withall, was warned and commaun- 
ded by God, that as he ſhould pu- 
bliſh the Law to the People, fo the 
interpretation thereof , he ſhould nei- 
ther commit to letters nor diuulge ; 
: but he iQ, loſt tid only and Toſua to che O- 
ther ſucceeding primaries among the 


_ Prieſts; and that, vader agreatreligt- 


on of ſecrecy. and concludes-Ers meri- 
to quidem; Nan ſatu erat -oulearibus , & 
per (mplicem biſtoriam nuns Dei potenti- 
am , nunc in improbos iram , in bonos cle- 
mentiam , in omnes iuſtitiam agnoſcere, & 
per dinina [alutariaque precepta , ad bene 
beateque cvitenaum & cultum relligionu 


inſtitus; at miſteria ſecretiora, & ſub cor= . 


vice 
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zice legs rudique rverborum pretextu la- 
titantia altisfme ditunitatu arcana plebi 
palam facere, quid erat aliud quam dare 
ſancium canibu , © inter porcos ſpargere 
marearitas ;and not without great rea- 
fon; for it was enough for the multi- 
tude tobe by —_ the ſ1mple ſto- 
ry , taught and made to know , now 
he Power of Cod , now his Wrath 
againſt the wicked , Clemency to- 
wards thegood, and Iuſticeto all;and 
by diuine and wholeſome precepts in- 
ſtruCEted inthe wayes of religion, and 
holy life.But thoſe ſecreter Myſteries, 
and abſtruſities of moſt high diuini- 
ty , hidden and concealed vnder the 
barke, and rude couer of the words, 
rohauediuulged and layd cheſe open 
to the vulgar; what had ict been other 
than toguue holy things todogs , and 
calt pearles among ſwine > So he. 
And this little that I haue heere rc- 
hearſed (for ina thing fo knowne to 
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all that arc knowers , mee thinkes I 
haue ſaid rather too much than other- 
wiſe)ſhall ſerue for inſtance of Moſes 
his myſticall manner of writing. 
Which Ihaue the rather done for in- 
{tructionof ſome ignorant , though 
{tiffe oppoſers of this truth , that I 
haue lacely met with ; but chiefely in 
1wſtification of thoſe other wiſe Aun- 
cients of his , and ſucceeding times, 
Poets,and Philoſophers, that were no 
leſſe carefullchen Hoſes was , not ro 
g1ue-Santtum canibu , (as before faid). 
nor mer porcos ſpargere margaritas. 
Now to go about to examine whi- 
ther it appeares our Modernes ( Poets 
eſpecially , for I will exempt diuerſe 
late proſe-writers), haueany the like 
cloſenelle 4s before mentioned ; were 
a worke ſure as vaineand vnneceſlary, 
as it is a truth firme and ynqueſtio- 
nable, that they poſleſſe the know- 
| ledgeofno ſuch myſteriesas deſerue 
Em. 
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the vic of any art at all for their con- 
cealing. — 
3- Thelaſt,and greateſt diſparity, 
and wherein aboue all others , the 
grofleſt defect and maime appeares, 
in our Modernes (and eſpecially Po- 
ets) in reſpect of the Auncients ; is 
their generall ignorice,cuenchrough- 
out all ofthem, in any the myſte- 
riesand hidden propertics of Nature : 
which as an vnconcerning Inquiſition 
it appeares nor 1n their wricings they 
haue at all troubled their heads with. 
Poets I ſaid eſpecially {and indeed on- 
ly)for we haue many Proſe-men ex- 
cellenc naturall Philoſophers intheſe 
Jate times ; and that oHferne [trictly 
that cloſeneſie of their wiſe Maſters 
the reuerend: Anncients , So as now 
a.dayes our Philoſophers.are all our 
Poets, or what our Poets ſhould bee; 
and our Poelies growne to bee little 
better than fardles of ſuch ſmall ware 
F as 
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25 thoſe Marchants the French cal] 
pedlers, carry vpand downe to fell , 
whisſles , painted rattles, and fuch 
like Bartholcmew-babyes. for what 0- 
ther are our common vninſtruding 
fabulous rimes, then amuſements for 
fooles and children 2 But our Rimes 
(fay they) arefull of Morall doctrine. 
be it ſo. Bur why nor delivered then 
in plaine proſe andas openly to euery 
mans vnder{tanding , as it deſerues to 
be caught , and commonly knowne 
by euery one. The Auncients (ſay 
they )were Authors of Fables, which 
chey ſung in meaſured numbers , as 
we in iniitation of them do. True: 
but ſure enough their meanings were 
of more high nature, and more diffi 
cult to be found our , then any booke 
of Manners wee fhall readily meete 
wichall, affoordes ; elſe they had not 

writ them ſo obſcurely.or we ſhould - 


 findthemout more eaſily and make 
NE Go ſome 
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ſome vſeof them : whereas not vnder- 
| Nanding nor ſeeking to vnderltand_ 
them, we make none at all. Wee liue 
in a myſte, blind and benighted ; and 
ſince our firſt fathers diſobedience 
poyſoned himſelfeand his poſterity, 
| Man 1s become the imperfecteſt and 
moſt deficient Animall of all the 
field : for then he loſt chat Inſtinct 
that che Beaſt retaines; though with 
him the beaſt, and with it the whole 
vegitableand generall Terrene nature 
alſo ſuffered , and {till groanes vnder 
the loſle of their firſt purity, occaſto- 
ned by his fall. What concernes him 
now ſo neerely astoattend tothe cul- 
tiuating or refining,& thereby aduan- 
Cing of his rationall part, to the pur- 
chaſe & regaining of his fir(t loſt feli- 
city? And what meanes to conduce to 
this purchale, can there bee, but the 
knowledge firſt, and loue next (for 
none can loue but what hee firſt 
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knowes)of his Maker, tor whoſe loue 
and ſeruice he was only made ? And 
how can this blind , lame, and vtterly 
1mperfe& Man , with fo great a lode 
toboote of originall and actuall of. 
fence vpon his back , hope to ap- 
proach this ſupreme FE Hox. and im- 
menſ1ty , which 
In quella inacceſiibil luce, 
Quaþ, m aliacaligine s a(conde, 
(as an excellent Poeteſſe * diſcribes * Za $;g:rs 
the inſcrutable Beeing of God) but %#« (oor 
by two meanesonly : the one, by lay- 
ing his burden on him that on his - 
Croſle bore the burthen of all our de- 
feCtes,and interpoſitionsberweene vs 
and the hope of the viſion of his bleſ- 
fed Eflence face to face heereafter ; 
and the other , by carefull ſearche of 
him here in this life (according to 
Sainr Pavles inſtruction) .in his works; 
who telles vs*-thoſe inuigble things of *Romcap:1, 
God ore cleerely Jeree' BR OT 
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by the things that are made ; or by the 
workes of his bleſſed hands ? So as, 
betweene theſe two mayneand only- 
meanes of acquiring herethe kuow. 
ledge , and hereafter the viſion of 
him wherein all our preſent and fu- 
ture happineſle confilts, what middle 
place (to deſcend to my former dif- 
courſe ) can theſe mens Morall Phi- 
loſophy (trow we) challenge?which 
in its firſt Maſters and teachers time, 
before there was any better diuinity 
knowne , might well enough raſſs 
fora courſe kind of diuinity;but how- 
_ ever, ſuchasone, as (with the leaue 
of our Poets ) needes no fiction to 

clothe or conceale it in. And therfore 

viterly vnfit to bee the Subiect of 
Poems:{ince 1t containes in it but the. 
obutous reſtraints or impulſions of 
the Humane Sence and will, to or 
from whatit ynly before-hand;with- 

out extrinſlicke force or law ) feeles 
SE | and 
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and knowes it ought to ſhunne,or im. 
brace. Theother two more remoo- 


| vedand harder leſions do certainely 


more inthe affaire both of ſoule and 
body, concerne vs. And theſe (if we 
be wiſe enough to loue our ſelues fo 
well), wee muſt ſeecke and take from 
the hands of their fitteſt teachers. 
As, inthe firſt , we needgoe no far- 
ther (though learned & wiſe Writers 
haue made mention, and to high pur. 
poſe,of a Theologia Philoſophica,as they 
call ſome of the doCtrines of the aun= 
cient Poets), thento the DoCtors,and 
DoCtrines of thac Church that God 
dyed to plant, and which ſhall lue 
ull the worlds death. And for in- 
ſtruction in our next neceſlary Lefſ- 
ſon, to wit, the Milteries of Nature, 
we mult, if we will follow Plato's 
aduice-inquire of thoſe ( and by them 
_ bedirected) who liuedneereſt to the time 
of the gods ; meaning the old. wiſe - 
LE © Echuicks : 
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Ethnicks ; among whom , the bel} 
Maſters were certainly molt, if nt 
all of them , Poecs ; and from whoſe 
fires (as I have formerly touched) rhe 
greateſt part of all humane know- 
ledges haue taken their firſt light A- 
mong theſe, I ſay , and not elfewherc 
(excepting the ſacred Old Law on- 
ly) mult we ſearch for the know- 
ledge of thewiſe., and hidden wayes 
& workings of our great (yF0ds hand. 
maid, Nature. But alas who findes , 
or who feekes now adayes to finde 
them? Nay (what is more ſtrange) 
_ there want not of theſe learned of our 
times , that will not bee intreated 
co admit thoſe excellent Maſters of 
knowledge to meane (if they allow 
them any meaning) ſcarce other at 
all.chen meerely Morall doctrine. 

I haue knowne Latine and Greeke 
Interpreters of them in theſe times; 
men otherwiſe of much art,and ſuch 

as 
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asable to rendertheir Authors phraſe 
to the height of their good | in our 
worſe language ; yet aske the moſt, 
as I haue ſome of chem , and I feare 
they will anſwere, as one ( and the 
beſt) of our Greeke tranſlators hath 
ingenuoully confeſt to mee , that for 
more chen matter of Morality , hee 
hath diſcouered little in his Authors 
meanings. Yet my old good friend as 
well as I with him, (and very well I 
wiſh him for thoſe partsof Fancy,In- 
_ duſtry, and meritorious Ability that 
are in him) muſt pardon mee that I 
afirme, 1t 15 not truer that there euer 
was ſuch athing as a Huſew , or He- 
fiod ,or Homer , whom he has taught 
to ſpeake excellent Engliſh ; then 
it is, that the leaſt part of the Do- 
Etrine (or their wiſelt expoſitors a- 
 buſe mee, and other Ignorants with 
mee) that they meant to lay downe 
in thoſe their wiſe, though impollible 
MT fables, 
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fables was matter of Manners bue 


chiefely Nature: No lefle then inthe 
reſt of thoſe few before , and many 


For proofe of which Truth ; wee 
will firſt mention two or three of the 
belt of them ; and to omit the multi- 
plicity of lefleautencike teſtimonies , 
thatall Authors are full of, alledge 
only the beforecited Iiraudula, who 
ſpeaking of that-agia naturaly , or 

* /» Apolog: Vaturall widome,or as he defines it *- 
fo: 112 exalta © abſolma coenitio omnium re- 
rum naturalium-the exact and abſo- 
lute knowledge of all naturall things 

(which the Auncients were Maſters 

*1id:f-80, Of) fayes , * thatin that Art (among 
ſome others he mentions) ©Preſ{1tir 

Homer, Homer excelled;and who-yr 
 emnes alias ſapientias ita hanc quogs (ub ſui 

Viyxs erroribus diſimulayit-as all other 
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knowledge: : 6 hach hiddenly layd 
downe this alſo in his Vlyſes hs tra- 
_ uailes. As likewiſe of Orphew*-N7hil 
efficacius Hymnu Orphet in naturali Ma- 
gia, fi debita muſica , animti intentio , & 
eter circumſtantie quas norunt ſabientes 
fucrint adhibite : There is nothing of 
greater cfhcacy then che hymnes of 
Orphew in natural Magick , if the fat- 
ting muſick, intention of the minde - 
and other circumſtances which arc 
 knowne to the wiſe, bee conſidered 
and applyed. And againe*-that they 


are of no le(]s power in naturall magick, Or 


to the vnderſtanding thereof, then the 


Pſalmes of Dauid are in the C aball , or to 
vaderſtand the Cabaliftick Science by. 

And laſtly , Zoroaſter ; who that he 

was 4 polleſſor likewiſe of that-abſo- 
luta cognitio rerum Naiuralium beſiee 
m<:tioned,no leſſe then of that Theolo- 
gicall Philoſophy his expounders find in 


him, may. appeare by that OG 
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of his (in particular) of the-Scala 4 
Tartiro ad primum ignem , Which the 
learned Io: Picus interprets *-Sericy; 
naturarum vniuerfi a non gradn matcris , 
ad cum qui eſt ſuper omnem gradum gra- 
duate proteyſum-the ſeries or concate- 
nation of the vniuerſall] Natures , 
from a no degree (as he ſpeakes) of 
matter , to him that is aboue or be- 
yondall degree graduately extended ; 
no leſle then by that Actribute (in 
generall) giuen him by all the lear- 
ned of all Ages; viz: that he was one 
of the greatelt (as firſt) of Naturall 
Magicians, or Maſters of the abſolute 


knowledge of all Nature. 


To omit (as I ſaid) the Teſtimo- 
nies of an infinity of other Authors 
in confirmation of the before-affir- 
med troth ; who knowes not , that 
molt, 1fnot all of thoſe fables in all 
the reſt of the Auncients , of their 
gods and goddeſles eſpecially, with 

EE the 


—— 


— 
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as 
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the affinities , entercourſes, and com- 
merces berwecne themſelues , and 
wich others ; (of which , as Homer , 
that Greeke Oracle is abadantly full, 
ſo the reſt, as a He/jod , Linus the 
Maſter, and Muſeu the Scoller of 0-- 
pheur, and (as we hauc ſaid) Zoreaſter, 
and Orpheus himſelfe,, and all thoſe 
molt auncient, (if we- may beleeue 
their bc{t expounders and relaters of 
- molt we haue of them , made the 
maine grounds and Subiects of their 
writings;) who knowes not (I ſay) 
that moſt, if not all, of choſe their 
fables of this kinde , and which haue 
_ of all learned, in all ages, been chiefe- 
ly tearmed Poztick, & fitteſt marter 
tor Poeſy ; haue neuer been by any 
wiſe expounder made to meane other 
then meerely the Generation or the 
Elements, with cheir Vertues , and 
Changes ; the Courſes of the Starres, 
_ with their Powers , and Initences ; 

and 
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and all the moſt important Secrets 


—— 


of Nature, hanging neceſlarily vpon 
the knowledge of "Theſe ; which 
could not ſuffer ſo ſ1mplea Relation 
as the Ethick doctrine requires ; be- 


| cauſe by the vulgarity of Thoſe, 


much miſchicfe nwſt in all reaſon 
enſue; being (alſo) of thoſe tenderer 
things,that are ſooneſt prophaned & 
llefied by their cheapneſle; & This, 
cannot for the generall benefit of 
mankinde be among the plaineſt of 


| leflons too commonly knowne and 


openly dinulged to euery body. 
I will not deny but the Auncients 
mingled much doctrine of Morality 
(yea, high Diinity alſo ) with their 
Nacurall Philoſophy ; as the Jate 
mentioned Zoroaſter firſt ; who hath 
diuinely ſung of the Eflence and at- 
tributes of Good. and was (as the lear- 
ned Farra auouches) *-the firſt Au- 
zbor of 1hat Religious Philoſophy , or Phi 
-: loſopbicall 


m——__— — 
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To \pbicall Religith , t0at was after followed 


WG amplified b Y Mr CAY wT ri megiſtu,Or- 


pheus, Aglaophemu, Pythagoras, Eudoxu, 


Socrates , Plato , &c. And Orphew next; 
| who, as he writt particular bookes ; 
of Aſtrology , firſt (as Lycian*® tells 
vs)of any man ;as alſo of diſeaſes and 
their cures ; of the natures and quali- 
ties of the Elements ; of the force of 
Loue or agreemet in Naturall things; 
and many more that we read of , be- 
{1des his Hy mnes which are perhaps 
the greateſt part of what now re- 
maines of him heere among vs : ſo his 
expounders likewiſc find in him that 
' Tveologia Philoſopbica as they call it, 
whuch they gue to Zoroaſter. Wit- 
neſle Payſanias , Who reports * -0r- 
phew multahumane polticeque ite vti- 
lia inuentt : 7 -onmuer{am Theologiam pri- 
mus aperuit ,9& nefariorum facinorum ex- 
prationes excopttauit , Bur let vs 
heare how himſelfe*{1ngs;and which. 


a is 


—— 
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is by Ewſebw Pamphilu , in his ho- 
*7: 13.4 nourrechearſed *,. 

Prep:Eum (O) youthat wvertue follow, to my ſenſe 
get Bend your attentiue minds : Prophanc 
ones hence. 

And thou Muſes , who alone the ſhine 
Highly contemplat {} of 1he formes di- 


wine , 
Learne my notes; which with thiinward 
eye behold, | (bold. 


And contouch'd in thy ſacred boſome 
Incline thee by my [afe-aduizing wver{e 
To the high /iuthor of thu Vniuerſe. 
One only , all immortall, (uch tt he ; 
Whoſe Being I diſcouer thus to thee ; © 
Thu alone-perfett, thu eternal Kipg 
Rais d aboue all , created.cury thing, 
And all things gouernes. with the Spirit 
alone .. 
( Not other wiſe) to be beheld,or knowre. 
From bim no ill ſprings. there's no god 
but he. (d-ntiy; 
© Thinke now , and _Jooke abewt thee pru- 
2 > wed 


—— <—— 


——_K 


- And better to diſconer him , loe I 


and high (crie; 
Strong hand behold,but canot him de/- 
}/ho (10 ans onimaginable height 
| Raisd) in darke clouds conceales him 
from my ſight. 
Only a Caldean * [aw him;and the grace 
Hath now aloft to view bim face to face. 
Hs jacred right hand graſpes the Oce- 
Anz and * 
Touch d with it , the proud mountaines 
trembling ſtand 
Eun from. the deep rootes to their t- 
moſt beight : | 
Nor feeles at all th immenſneſie of their 
weight, 
He, who abone the heau'n doth dwell, \.yet 
| guides 
And gouernes all that ouder heau'n 4- 
bides. ; (extend; 
Ore all, through all doth his -va{l power 


of thV F Wikerſe c beginning ,midds, WF end. 
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b Meaning 
ine Moſes s . 
who the ho. 
ly «Tit laiese 
Saw God 
fice to face; 
yr. lefic with 
Euſc bins we 
will have 
him meane 
thePatriarke 
eAbrahams, 
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And as theſe twodiuine Authors in 
particular, ſo Iikewiſe among the rei 
of the Auncient Poets in genera[ll ,l 
will eraunc they haue 1n their Poe- 
fies (as I haue faid ) mingled much 
Moralicy with their Efhick do-. 
' Arin?s, As 1nthew Hercules, Theſens, 
WUyls, £nets and other their Heroes 
they haue giuen cxample of all ver- 
tues ; and puniſht all vices; as pride 
and ambition , in their Giants and * j- 
zanes, Wc Contempt of the gods, in 
their Niobe, Arachne, Caſſziope, Medv{2, 
Ampbion , Marſyas , the Mineides , Cc. 
murder, i{uſt, coueciſc, and che re{t,in 
their Lycaon , Ixion , Siſyþphus , Midaa , 
Tantains : Titing. CTC. Tet queſtionlefle 
intinice 1nany more of cheir fables 
then theſe,) though cuen theſe and 
thereſt of chis kind want nor among 
our beſt Mythologians cheir Phy- 
bck ,as wellas Echick meanings, ) as 
all thoſe of their gods and goddefles , 

L- ou with 


 — 


OY 


with their powers anddignies , and 
all palage of athnicy and commerce 
berweene themſelues , and betweene 
them and others, were (asIhaue faid 
before) madeto meane meere matter 


of Nature ; and in no pollibility of 


Senſe to bee wrelted to thedoCtrine 
of Manners, valetie a man will/with - 
. all) bee fo mhumane as to allow all 


thoſe riotts.rapes, murders,a.'ulteries, - 
inceltes, and thoſe arfaris and nefanaa, 


vnnacurally-ſecming vices that they 
cell of them , to bee ( litterally or 
Morally taken) fic examples of Man- 
ners, or wholeſome 1in{truCtions for 


the lines of mento be leuelled and di- 


rected by. 


Whereas', on the contrary fide ; 
(that I may inſtance ſome of chem) 
who can make that Rape of Pro/er- 
pins, whom her mother Ceres (chat 
vnder the Species of Corne migat 11- 
clude as we;l che whoie Qenus of the 
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Vegetable nature) ſought ſo long for 
in the earth, co meane other, then the 
putrefaction , and ſucceeding genera- 
tion of the Seedes we comnut to Þlu- 
to, orthe earth 2 whome they make 
the Godot weal h , calling him alfo 
Du: quaſs diues LEu8 ſame in Latine 
that Plutois in Crreeke) rich, or weal- 
thy, becauſe all chings haue cheir ori- 
ginall fromthe carch , and returne to 
the earth againe. Or what can Iupiters 
blaſting of his beloued Semele, after 
his hauing detloured her , and the 
wrapping of ls ſonne he got on her 
(Bacchw , or wine) in his thigh after 
his production, meane otherthen the. 
neceſſity of the Ayres heate to his 
birth, in the generation ; and (after a 
violent preſſure and diJaceration of 
his mother the Grape) the likecloſe 
1mpriſoning of h:mallo , ina fit veſ- 
ſell , cull he gaine his full maturity , 
and come to be fit alumenc 2 


—— Rn — 
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After theſe two particular ſcanda- 
lous fabl-s, and which I will call but 
inferiour ſpeculations , yet neceſlary 
documents , becauſe , of the Natures 
_ of Corne, and Wine, the Syſtentacula 
_ wite;( To omitthe Adultery of Mars 


and Venus , by which the Chymiſts 
w1}l haue meant the inſeperabllity of 


thoſe two Metals that carry their 
names ; winelle that exuberance of 
Tenu-or copper which wee call Y;- 
?riole , that is ſeldome or neuer found 
without ſome mixture more or leſſe 
of Mars or iron init; as her husband 


Uulcan , or materiall fire findesand_ 


ſhewes the practitioners in Chymi- 
{try. And with ch1s, other alſoof the 
like obutouter kinde of truths in Na+ 
ture; as Hebes {tumbling and filling 
with the Necar-bowlein her hand, 
and thereby diſcouering her hidden 
parts torhe gods , asſhe ſerued them 
at their boord , meaning the _ 
OO OI 2 ng > —_ 
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-neſfle of the trees and plants in Au- 
tumne, when a}l cher leaues are falne 
from them by the downefall or de. 
parture of the Spring , which their 
Hcbe , Or goddeſge of youth as the 
Auncients called her ( becauſe the 
Spring renewes and makes young all 
things) meanes. And with theſe, the 
Inceſte of Mirrha with her father ; 
meaning the Myrrh-cree , which the 
Sun ( father of Plants) inflames, 
and making ouertures in it., there 
flowes thence that odorous Sabear 
eumme wee call Myrche , (meant by 
| her child 4dony, which interpreted 1s 
{weet, pleaſant, or delightfull.) To 
omit { ſay) theſe, and the like triui- 
aller ( thou, h true) obſeruacions in 
Narure ; ani that carry alto fo foule a 
face to the eye, I would aske who 
can make thoſe fiehts and contenti- 
ons that the wiſe Homer faignes be. 
_ tweene his Gods and (Goddeſſes ro 
7, © nr 


Jy 
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meane other thenthe naturall Con- 
trariety of che Elements :and eſpect- 
ally of the Fire and Water ; which 
as they are tempered and reconciled 
by theaire, ſo 1uno (which ſignifies 
the aery region )reconciles,& accords 
the warring Gods, and next , what in 
generall thoſe frequent , and no lefle 


its. Ate... þ 


icandalous brawles betweene Jupiter 


and (his witeand ſiſter) 1uno , can be 
made to meane other , then thoſe 
Meteors occaſtonedby the vpper and 
lower Region of the Ayres differing 
temperatures; Or what all thoſe his 
vnlawfull loues , his compreſling {6 
many Drya#s , Nayads , and Nerciads 
( nan ues waternymphes) 
and the reſt , can meane other then 
meerely the Fires power vpon the 
Earth , and waters ; (a ſtudy of 
a higher nature and valter extente 
then che firſt alledged ) and which 
Tupiters Iaceſte with his {iſter Ceres 
EE like- 
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likewiſemeanes;and 1s. the ſame wich 
the tale of the contention of Phazton 
which is Incendium, with the ſonne 
of 16s which 1s Terra. 

A Theame too infinite to purſue; 
and no lefle a fault heere, then (per- 
haps) a folly at all co mencion : For 
( beſides the beeing a ſubiect vererly 

_ vaſfic to ſuffer a mixture with a dif. 
courſe of ſo light a nature as this 
of mine , where a ſlighe touch 
at the generall miſtake and abuſe of 

 Poeſy in our times, was only intended) 
ſuppoſe a man ſhould ((wherasI haue 
heere layd downe the faire ſenſe of 
but two or three of the fouleſt of 
them ) be at the paines of cunning 
through. all the Fables of the Aun- 
Ctents, and out of them ſhew the 
reader , and leade him by the fingar 
25 1t were (who yet can diſcouer no- 
ching but.matter of Manners inthem) 
tothe ſpeculation of the entire Secret 


—— 


—— 
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| of our oreat God of Nature , -a; his 
miraculous fabrick of chis World , 


(which , their god Pan, or the 
vniuecſall ſ1mple bodyes, and feedes 
of all Nature , gotten by .Herem- 
ry or the diuine Will, by which all 
chings came to bee created meanes; ) 
And ( beginning with Hoſes ) 
ſhew him how the Spirit of God 
firſt moouing vpon the waters (a 
Myſtery perhaps by few of our dul- 
ler Modernes vnderſtood , though a 
Thales Milefius,0r Heracliu the Ephe- 
fan , two Heathens, could inſtruc 
chem ) they —_ him vnder the 
name of Jupiter , by compreſſing La- 
zona ( meaning the ſhades or darke- 
neſſeof the firſt Ch3os) tohaue begot 
on her, 4polle and Diana,which is the 


Sun and Moone, when he ſaid-far lux, 


& lux fait , andcarry him along from 
_ this beginning to the end and com- 
 pleate knowledge of all Nature , 


"on (which 


—— ——_ .——_—_————_—y 
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which: as Moſes darkely , they no 
lefſe darkely deliuered;) Suppoſe (I 
ſay) 2 man ſhould take this taske 
'vpon him , I would faine know who. 
they are that would be perhaps , at 
lealt , that were, fit readers now a 
dayes of ſuch a Treatiſe > Becauſe 
dee one of a null:on of our Scollers 

. or writers among vs, vnderſtahds , or 
cares to be made vnderſtand ſcarſe 
the loweſt and trimalleſt of Natures 
wayes?much leſle ſeekes todraw (by 
wiſely obſeruing her higher and more 
hidden workings) any profitabler vic 
or benefit from them, for their owne, 
or the publike good, then perhaps 
to make an Almanack, ora diuing - 
bote totakeburts or crabs ynder wa- 

ter with; or elſe ſome Douch water- 
bellowes , by rarefying water into a 
__ ayreto blow the fire with- 

at 

Whenas if they could , but from 
lp that 


—— 
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that poore ſtep , learne the way to 
geta little higher vp the righc ſcale 
of Nature, and really indeed accord , 


and make a firme- peace and agree- 


ment betweene all the diſcordant E. 
lements; and (as the Fable of Cupids 
wraſsle with Pay, and ouercomming 
him , teaches them the beginning of 
all Natures productions are loue and 
{trife,) indeauour to irritate alſo , and 
force this. Pay, or S1umple Matter of 
things to his fit procreatiue abiliry , 
by an induſtrious and wiſe ſtrife and 
colluctation with him ; chen they 
might perhaps do ſomewhat in Phi- 
loſophy not vaworth the talking of. 
Noleſlethen our common praCtitio- 
ners in Phyſick might better deſerue 
their names then moſt of them do ; 
( for tobea Phyſitian , what is ic buc 
to be a generall Nacuraliſt,not meere 
tranſcriber and applyer of particu- 


lar booke-recipes ? ) if they would 
6 OUGRET w- bu 
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but practiſe, by charRule and Baſe of 


Nature the world was but]typon, to 
make likewiſe and eſtabliſh that E- 
quality and concord betweene thoſe 
warring Elements ( which are the 
Complexions) in Mans body , that 
one exceed not an other in their Qua- 


 liries: Or if they could but giuebetter 


inſtance of their acquaintance with 
the wayes of Phyloſophy , then ig 
burdning and oppreſling nature, ra- 
ther then otherwiſe, as molt of them 
doe , with their crude Vegetable and 
Minerall Phyſicks , for not vnder- 
ſtanding the neceſlity , ( or though 
Try id, yet not the Art)ofcxalting 
andbettering their natures , by corre- 
Cting or remooung their in-bred 
imperfections , with that fic Prepa- 

ration that Nature teaches them. 
The hidden workings of which 
wiſe Miſtrefle , could wee fully in all 
her wayes comprehend , how much 
| would 


U 
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ditions , by exalting our vnderſtan- 


dings to the ſight (as I haue beforc 


toucht) of God, or-thoſe inuifble things 
of God (to vie Sd. Pauls words once a- 
oaine) which are cleerely ſcene,being On- 
 derſtood by the things that are made ; and 

thence inſtruCting vs, not ſawcily to 
leap, but by the linkes of that g#lden 


chaine of Homer, that reaches from 
_ the foote of Tupiters throne to the 


Farthe , more knowingly, and conſe- 
ſequently more humbly climbe vp 


ro him , who ought to bee indeed 


the only end and period of all our 


knowledge , and vnderſtanding. the 


which in vs though .but a fmall 
fainte beame of thar our prear bleſ- 
ſed Sun , yet is that breath of life 
that he breathed into vs , to draw vs 
thereby ( feciſti nos Domine proper te ; 
fayes the holy S. Augyſtine) * neerer 

Fg co 


— 


would ic cleare, and how infinitely | 
ennoble our blind and groueling con- 
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to him, then all irrationall Animalls 
_ of his making ; asa no lefle tenderly 
louing Father,thenimmenſeand om- 
nipotent Creator. 
 Towhom as wee cannot giue too 
much loueand reuerence ; ſo neither 
can wee with too wary hands ap- 
proach his ſacred Myſteries in Holy 
Wric. HowbeitI mult (to returne 
hometo tny former diſcourſe) in ho- 
nour & wt praiſe of the before men. 
tioned wiſe Auincients (and with the 
premiſed befitting caution) not doubr 
to fay, that ashis Inſtructions in the 
holy Scripture , and eſpecially in the 
old Law , muſt of neceſlity reach as 
far farther then the bare hiſtoricall 
trueth (though not in the ſame man- 
ner) as extends the difference in our 
ſelues betweene Nature alone , and 
Nacureand Grace vniced;(o likewiſe, 
chat one, and a great portionof the 
doctrine of that part of holy Writ, 
| the 
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ſelt in all perfe&ion ; to wic , the 
knowledge of all Natures moſt high 
and hidden wayes and workings : and 


chough far ſhort in the ſafer part of 


 wiſdome , of their more inl:;ghtened 
ſucceſlors , yet was the bare light (or 
rather fire) of nature in them,enough 


ro draw the as high as Reaſon could 


help fleſh and bloud to reach heauen 
with, Nay which is more,wereitnot 
wide of my purpoſe (though it con- 
tradicts it w to conlter them other 
then meere children of Nature , I 
might perhaps gaine fauour of ſome 
of our weaker perſuaders in their ſpi- 
ritual! Cures (1fto flanke and ſtreng- 
then the diuine letter wich prophaner 
© Authorities, bein this backward and 
incredulous age, not irrequiſite) by 
paralelling in the Hiſtoricall part I 
- meane chiefely, and as ic lies, the Sa- 


cred letter and Ethnick Pocſyes to- 


L _ gether 


— 


the wiſe Echnicks vndoubteqly poſ- 
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gether toa large extention : And be- 

ginning with Hoſes , ſhew them, alt 

thoſe-dj matorun gentium from Saturue = 
to Dencalions deluge, were but names 
| for Adam , Caine , Lamech and the 

reſt of their ſucceflors to Noahs floud: 

Nor that their Rhea (or Terra, mo- 

ther of all the Gods) and Ven , 

-  couldbeother then Moſes his Euaand 

Lib:1.Oper: Noema.W hatother can Hefiod's* Pan- 

&-ar:Þ dora-the firſt and beawtifulleſt of all wo- 

men,by whome all euils were diſperſed and 

{pred ppon the Earth, meane then Moſes 

his Eve > What can Homers Ate . 

{64: b:19, whom he calls* the firlt daughter of 

Tupiter , and a woman pernicious and 

harmefull coall vs mortalls;and in an 

other place tells how the wiſeſt of 

men was coſened and decciued by his 

wife ; what can he I ſay, meane in 

theſe women but Eye? Whar was the 

Poets Bacchw but his Noah , or Noa- 

cur, firſt corrupted to Boachw,and af- 

ter 


J 


= 
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ter, by remoouing a letter,to Bacchus; 
who, (as Moſes tels vs of Noah,)was the 
firſt likewiſe in their accompt, thar 
planced the vine, and taught men the 
vie of wines ſoone after the vniuerſall 
deluge > What can be plainer then 
chatby their Ianu they ment Noah al- 
ſo, whome they giue two faces to, 
for hauing ſeene both che old and 
new world ; and which, his name (in 
Hebrew , Iain, or wine) likewiſe con- 
firmes; Noab being (as we late alled- 
ged Hoſes for witneſle) the firſt in- 
uentor of the vie of wines > What 
_ could they meane by their Golden- 
Age,when--Nulli ſubigebant arua coloni; 
——Ipſaque tellus 

Omnia liberiu , nullo poſcente ferebat ; 
But the ſtate of Man before his Sm ? 
and conſequently by their Iron age, 
but che worlds infelicity, and miſcries 
that ſucceeded his fall 2 when 


— 


Es Luttus, 
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Luft, wiiricespoſuere cubilia cure ; 

Pallenteſque habitant morbi , triſtiſque 
 ſenefirs, 

Et metw , & maleſuada fames , U& tur- 

 ptrepeſtar, 

Laſtly ,(for I haue too much alrea- 
dy exceeded my commiſſion) what 
can Adony horti among the Poets 
meaneother then Moſes his Eden , or 
terreſtciall Paradiſe > the Hebrew F- 
den being Uoluptas of Delitie, whence 
the Creeke #49 (or pleaſure)ſeemes 
neceſlarily deciued: The Caldearsand 
Perfians (ſo I amtould)called it Par- 


det , the Gireeks , najanure;, the Latines 
altered the Cireeke nameto Paradiſus; 


whichas Eden, is (as , * Aulus Gellins 


defines it) Locus ameniſſimu, & volup- 


tary pleniſiimw ; the which ſelfe thing 
the auncient both Poets and Philoſo- 
phers certainely ment by their-horri 
Heſperidum likewiſe. 

Now though we reuerence.7Aoſes 
| 8 more 


ll 
—_— 
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more (as we ought to doe) then theſe 
his condiſciples, becauſe in/pired fo 
far aboue them with the immediace 


ſpirit of Almighty God ; yer ought 


we neuertheleſle to reuerence them , 
and the wiſdome of their fables, how- 
ever not vnderſtood by euery body: 
his condiſciples I call chem , becauſe 
they read bothevnder their Aeyptian 
reachers one leſlon,& were(asMoſes of 
himſclfe fayes) expertinthelearning 
of the Zeyprians : yea many of them 
(and Poets all) were (to ſpeake ficly- 
er ) the teachers of that Learning 
themſelues , and Maſters therein no 
leſſe then Moſes. How can Wethen 


indeed attribute roo much to their 


knowledges, though deliuered out 
of wiſe conſideration in riddles and 
fictious tales? 

But alas(with ſhame cnough may 
we ſpeake 1t) ſo far are we now 4- 
dayes from giuing the due to them 


chey 


- 
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they deſerue , as thoſe their learned 
andexcellent fables ſeeme rather read 
to be abuſed, then ſtudyed in theſe 
times ; and euen by people too that 
arc,or would be accomprted profound. 
—_— - 
\ What child of learning or louer 
_ of Truth could abide to ſee great pre- 
tenders to learning among vs , that 
doubt, and obſlinately.too, whether | 
the pretioustreaſure of chat wiſdome 
of the Auncients , fo carefully by 
chem left ſealed vp tothe vie of their 
true Heircs (the wiſe and worthy of 
cheir poſterity) be any more indeed 
| then a legacy of meere old wues 
tales to poyſon the world with. If 
we w.ll call this but ignorance, let vs 
go farther ; and ſuppoſe that a man 
(nor valearned one neither)ſhall haue 
eaken paines 1n foure or fiue fables of 
the Auncients tovnfould and deliuer 
vs much doctrine and high meanings 
] in 
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in them , which he calls their wit. 
dome ; and yet the lame man in an 0- 
ther Treatiſeof his,ſhall ſay of thoſe 
a2uncient Fables.- 1 tbinke they were fir(s 
made, and their expoſitions deuiſed afier- 


ward: and a little after-Of Homer him- 


[elfe, notwithſtanding he was made a kind 
of Scripture by the latter Scooles of the 
Grecians , yet 1 ſhould without any diffi- 
culty pronounce bus fables had in hit owne 
meaning no ſuch inwardneſſe , 5c. What 
ſhall we make of ſuch willing con- 
tradictios, when a man to venta few 
fancies of his owne, ſhall tell vs firſt, 
they are the wiſdome of the Aun- 
cients; and next, that thoſe Auncient 
fables were but meere fables , and 
without wiſdom or meaning,ti] their 
expoſitours gaue them a meaning; & 
then, ſcornefully and contempruouſ: 
ly (as if all Poetry were but Play-va- 
nity ) ſhut vp that diſcourſe of his of 
Poetry , with-1t 7s nos good to ſtay too 

long 


—_—_ 
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CE 


long in the Theater. 
- - But let me not ſlick too long 
neither in this myre ; nor ſeeme 0- 
uer-ſenſ1ble of wrong to what can 
ſuffernone ; for-Yeriras (ayes the ho- 
ly writ )magna eſÞ , & prenalebit : and 
ſuch are (nor leſſe great and preuai- 
ling then truth ic ſelfe) thoſe before 
mentioned Arcana of our wiſe Aun- 
cients ; whichno Barbariſme[ know 
can cftace ; nor all che dampes and 
thick fogs by dull & durty Ignorance 
| breathed on them , darken at all, or 
hide from che quick eye of ſele& and 
happier vnderſtandings ; who know 
full well, the ripeſt friuces of know- 
ledge grow cuer higheſt; while the 
lower-hanging boughs (for euery 
ones gripe) are either barren, or their 
fruitetoo ſowre to be worth the ga- 
cthering. And among ſuch may they 
euer relt ,* ſafe wrapt vp in their 
huskes , and inuoluements : And let 
our 


tS_ 


our writers write ( if it can beeno 
better) and Rimeis rime ſtill afcer 
their accuſtomed and moſt accepted 
manner, and (ti]] captiuate and rauiſh 
their like hearers. Though in m 

owne inclination,l could wich muc 

iuſter alacrety , thenin perſon of the 
Roman Poet , with his-Uilia miretar 
rouleu : Or Roman Orator , with his- 


Similes babent ſua labra laftucas | (while 


he laught to ſeea greedy Aﬀle at his 
_ futablechiſsles, wiſh we mighe cach 
one, according to the meaſure of his 
illumination, andby the direCtion of 
Gods two great bookes, that of his 
law ficſt, and that of the Creature 
next , (wherein ,tovſe the excellent 
To: Picu his phraſe*-leguntur magnalia 
Dei-the wonderfull chings of God 
are read)run on together in a ſife and 
firme rode of Trueth:to the end that 
vindicating ſome part of our loſt He- 
ritage and Beatitude heere , we may 
 thence(an aduancage the holy Maxi- 


M mu 
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.,. mu Tyrius * fayes the-more happy 
ſpirits haue ouer others ) arrive the 
lefle Altensandtranpers in the Land 
of our cternall Heritage , and Beati- 
tudeheercafrer, . 
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EPPENDIXA. - 
The before-written Treatiſe of 
the dignity. of the ould Poets and 

their Poel1es, falling into the view of 
ſome not iniudicious eyes; Among 
them , there aroſe nition , how it 
could be, that Plato, ſo-great a louer 
and -honorer of the Auncient. Poets 
in generall ,andof Homer (one of the 
belief them) Ne PO ; ſhould 
exclude and baniſh him neuertheleſle 
 out-of his Common=wealth : To which 
_ is eaſily and briefely anſwered ; that , 
 - asthere1s no Citty , corporation , or 
\  ___ common-wealth in the world, but 
difters from all others, ifnot inall, at 
teaſt in ſome particularlawes , inſti- 

, . mar 
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eutions,, or cultomes; fo, moſt reafy. 
nable is it ,-that fuch 2 Common- 
wealth as Plato formes , ſhould more 
then any other , bediffceing from all 
others ,innew Lawes, rules , and its. © 
Nticucions : His intention- being eo 
frame an aſſembly of men, or-repub- 
like , which conſiſting onely of 
Reaſon, was ratherthe 1deaof what 
a perfetcommon-wealth ſhouldbe, 
then as cyther being , or eafy or poſe 
ſible to bee put into Act. Hee 
formes allhis Citizens , diuine , he- 
roique , and perfectly Phtloſophick 
and wiſe ſpirits , and ſuch as are al. 
ready arrived to the ſumme ofall in- 
telleCtuall height, and perfection of 
vertue andSapience ; And therefore 
can hauenoneed of a Homer or his 1n- 
ſtructions , to ſhew them the way 
to bee ; or make them what they are. 
already made: In all other Common- 
wealthes,the caſe is differing ; where 
Mz  _  a_ 
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Homers, Hefiods, Orpbeuſſes , and thoſe 
Fathers of knowledge and learning , 
arccuerneceſlary , toallure with the 
{weetneſle and pleaſure of their fi. 
Etions,the mindes of men to the loue 
and knowledge of vertue and wil: 
dome: 90 as,out of this reſpect meer- 
ly , and not that he was act all che 
lefle worthy of honour and adtnira- 
rion , (in his fit place of vie) was Ho- 


mer exempt, andſhutout from P[aro's 


imaginary aſſembly , and excellent 
republike. And thereforeI will con- 
clude with Maximu Tyrins,who ſayes 


* 7nSette= (aSFarra Alexandrinu oblerues* )-17'z 
War - 


ought 10 giue honour to Plato ; but yet Jo 

as we rob not the great Homer , nor /rane 

him of bts due and deſerued pray/es. 
(FTA PE] 
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Aduertiſment to the Reader. 


A Frer Thad writ the precedent Diſcourſe 

| of the value of true Poeſy, and therein 

giuexa ſhort generall Notion only, of the 
being (as I conceined) ſomewhat in the fables of 
the Auncients, confiderable, and to beefleemed a- 
boue the multitude of the vninfirufling workes of 
moſt of our Moderne Poets , 1 vemembred my 
ſelfe of the Fable of their Narciſſus, which 1 had 
dinerſe yeares ſince,put into ay : and finding 
it not voide of bis meaning, no leſſe then thoſe 0- 
ther-the like documents delineredin Fables by the 
wiſe Auncients for the worlds inflruftion ; I was 
not onwilliug to annexe it (together with a ſhore 
obſeruation vpon it) to the former Treatiſe « to 
ole cndebewortbyloner of Frwcrh, finding in but 
ebis one amillionof their fables, ſomewhat 
he nb; 2 
(though a ts 


ye heeded ( * —_— pat 

fpequently read by exery body) he 
might theleſſe ervein hu ſearch of "45: at a 
leage ; being prompeed where it is in an ample 
ananner 10 bee and approached : to wit , a- 
"yz the wifty expounders of the excellent fifions 
of thoſe auncient Fathers and maſters of learxino 
and wiſdeme. 
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T3 ( faire Nymphe , of Thetis borne) 


The god Cephiflus loud ;.aud bauing long 
In vaine Fo matdenly denialls boarne, 
 Forcd her at laſt hu filuer [ircames amone 
Tweene them a buoye-wes got faire arths Morne, 


And (if truth were in graue Tireſia's toung) 
Immortal as bis Sire; might be knowneuer, 


But liue a ſtr anger 10 bimſelfe for cuer. 

No ſooner from bi: birth-day bad ejodin 

After three Luſters,in G—— | 

Three yearely rounds morethr ; a Zodiack run, | 
When thi bright-cviſadg d jnge(Na s bight)- 


Vas growne iothat ſupreme perfefFion 
Of beanty and grace, ct 18 breed delight, 
As no degree,no [exe,no age are free, 

But all perforce of bim enamonr d be. 


The winning features of bu face were ſuch ,* 
As the beſ} beauties ſeemd 10h, but bad; 
Sweet, ſoft, and freſh to looke pon, and touch, . 
The tender hue was of the louely led ; 
Widdowes defir d, and married wines 41 much , - 
And cuiry maid a longing for him bad ; 

No barte ſo chaſte, = he from amo'rous fire , - ' 
Eat be cond tains, ane neo wet eons 


ſw —_— 
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Tet his proude hawty minde had in diſdaine 
What ener beauty cawe within bu fight ; 
Nor car de the choyceſt Virgins loue to gaine, 
- VWheretoby kinde, Nature doth man inuite ; 
' Nor yet of riper women [ought to obtaine £ 
 Thervsde allay of the blouds appetite; 
But ovuly lowde, ador de, and dcifi de 
_ Himſelfe , diſptxing all the world: befide. 


One day, that louely browe, thoſe linely eyes, 
That ruhy lip, that alabaſter chime 
| dnd crimſon checke of buza Nymphe eſpyes , 
'* A Nympbethatneuer doth to (peake beginne, 
| But readily to ſuch as ſpeake , replies; 
Though all ber words lame and imperfett been, 
White it ber monthe confounding all the reſt, 
Fler laſt worde only comes out perfetteſt. 


Thit N ymphe which then, and [jill we Eccho name, 
That anſwers others ſpeeche ,but [peakes f0mone, 

Was not as now , a meere voice peec d, aud lame, 

But forme and ſubſtance had of ficſh and bone 

Fhen to her tonng that imperfeftion cane = 

To vente put halfe wordes, aud them not her owne, 
Through adiſdaine ſhee inzhe breſte did raiſe 
Of luno ieliou of her __ Wayes. 


— 


Fre 
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Ere which a voyce ſhee had, ſo ſweete to th' care, 
With a diſcourſe ſo ſmooth, and full of Þþleaſure, 
As it a heauen was ber wordes to beare , 

Wordes which the heauyeſt grieuance and diſpleaſure 
| Could mitigate, andeaſyer make to beare, 

' ( Of [weere and ſage ſo equall was their meaſure; ) 
For ſtill ſhee kept them by diſcretion good, 

Within the [eemcly bounds of womanhood. 


——___ 


Farre was this faire maydes faire toungs glory ſpred , 
Winning the minds of all men, by the ſwaye” 

Of ber imperious eloquutionledd, 
Wherewith a thouſand brabbles enery daye 

Among the Nymphes, Siluans, and ſhepberds bredd 
Shee eafily atton'de ; but Heau'ns queene ( aye 
Frying in a jclious fire) refte her of the' howour [here 
Of her (mooth ſpeech,for the ſhrewd turnes 't had done 


Iuno,that ener had a ielious bead, 

( Her huſband did ſo ofte her bed abuſe) 

Feaning t haue ſiolne pon him,where i'bed 

Shee thowght be tooke the pleaſure be did aſe, 

This Nymphe to' auuerte (by good aduizement ledd ) 
The miſchiefe that ſuch errors ofte enſues, 

Would with ſmooth ftoryes entertayne hu queene, 


Till he had time to get away nſeene. 
| N | Haning 


—_ 5 


Having bin oft beguild with thu deccipt, 

[uno at length th; ayme of ver ſpeech perceiu'd, 
And [ayd, Tou ſhall E N ymphe ) with Jour ( uttle bayte 
Catch me no more, or I ws much deceiud; 

Tour fluent toung ſhall haue a medcine [Iraite, 
That by it I may be neuer after prieud ; _ 

When you baue fewer words to ſpeake, wee ll ſze 
Flow you can make your wonted ſporte with me. 


And what ſhe threatned, quickly tooke effeft ; | 
For , from what time ſhe could ſpeake plaine no more, 
Nor but repeate ( ſuch was her toungs defett ) 

Peeces of words that had bin poke before, 

This Nymphe, the buoy whom (0 much beauty deckt 
No ſooner view d , but loue aſſayled ſors 

Her breft ; ſhe prooues to him ber thoughts to breake 
In words, but cannot firſt begin to ſpeake. 


Amaz d as wute ſhe [land's, loth to be ſeene, 
And 10 a thicket by, anon ſbe byes; 
Thence, (wvere he layd was on a flowry greene, } 
( onuayes about him her attentiue eyes 

In many a fearefull glance , the boughs betweene, 
Then, how 10'aproach him neerer, doth deuize ; 
9:ill with new fuel feeding ker defre, 

Till all ber breſt fal's of a burning fire. 


While 


Narciflus. 


While thu th' inkindled maide rviewes bim onſeene 7 
And neither yet, a word to other ſpake, 

He heares a noiſe among the buſhes greene 

That -onawares her foote did (tripping ) make, 

And lookes sf any had about him been, 

But [ces not her that languiſht for bg ſake. 

Feare I not one ? quoth he ; One , ſayes the may: : 
Framing atroth from the laſt word he ſayd. 


Auch at thi voyce began the lad ro muxe , 

But whence it yſſue d could not yet denixe ; 

And as men oft on ſuch occaſion ve ; 

Now heere now there he throwes bu earneſt eyes ; 
Then once ag ine he thu bis ſpeech renewes , 

| Maynot I ſeethee ? ſhe, Tſeethee, cryes ; 

He turnes, and looks thi way, and that againe z 
She feares and hides ber, and he looks in ks 


Still more and more amazd he growes, and goes 
Searching each piace about him bufily , 

But nothing finds : then cryes come hither ; thoſe 
Words [he returnes, and cryes come hither he 
Sayes heere Tam, do thou thy ſelfe diſcloſe, 

For as Þ heare, faine would Iknow IH % 
Repizes I know thee : ſo ſhe did ; for none 

Ere came ſo neere her harte as be haz done. 
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-He addes ( defirous to heare out the reſt) : 
If then thou know me , come and let's imbrace , 
And let's imbrace, ſhee (oone replyes : that bleſs 
And ſoucraigne worde inforc'd her from the place 
Woere ſhe was hiad, and from her mayden breſ} 
Chafing her feare , ſhe appeares before the face ' 
Of the faire busy, whoſe words aſſur d her cleerely , 
She ſhould imbrace hizs whom ſbe lou'd (0 dearely. 


Her neck to wreathewith b1., ſhe faire enclin'd, 

Her armes io meete hu armes, extended be, 

But he that was quite of another minde, 

Sayes, Do not thinke T lou thee ; readily 

' Tloue thee, ſhe replycs. rudely pnkinde | 

Fe addes, nor ever will I loue thee. She 

Still ſazes, Flouethee , as ſhe [aid before ; | 
 Hebeid hu peace, and ſhe could ſpeake nomore. 


She hides her ſhamine eyes. the froward lad 

*Pulbeth her from bim , and then from her flies. 

She ynly raues, well nigh with ſorrow mad 

To baue wood himſo, thatdoth ber loue deſpixe ; 
And if bFſuch « toung 4s erſt ſhe had , 

| Buthalfe the griefe that in her boſome lyes 

Were vitred , ſhe might mooue with ber laments 

1 he heaw'ns, the Earth , and all the Elements. 


Hey 


— 
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Her pale fick lookes the woefull wimeſſe beare 
Of ber hartes agonye, and bitter teene; 

Her fleſh (he batters martyrs her faire baire, 
And , ſhaming ere 10 be of any ſeene, 

Hides her in ſome wilde wood or caue , and there 
Anſwers perhaps if ſhe haue queſtion d beer ; 
And more and more increaſeth eury day 

Loues flame in ber, and meltes ber life away. 


That flame efiſoone gan all her body blaſt; 
Thhumor and bloud reſoludinto groſie aire ; 
The fleſh toaſhes in a moment paſt, 

That was ſo ſlecke to feele,, and look ſo faire, 
The bones and voice only remain'd at laſt ; 

But [cone the bones to hard ſtones turned are ; 


All that of her now lines 1 tb'empty ſound 
That fromthe caues doth to our eares rebound. | 
Befide this Nymphe, not the moſt faire Na paa n 


Or Hamadriad that waz cuer borne , 
Could mooue Narciſlus ; no no! Cytherea 
Or wiſe Minerua could bi fancy turn? 
Hong the neglefied troope , a Nymphe to Aſtiza 
For iuſlice prayes, and engiance on the ſcornz 
Of thu diſdainefull youth, that doth deſpixe 
Not nymphes alone, but heaunly deities. 


O thou 
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O thou( (he cryes ) whoſe all-impartiall hand 

The balance of heau'ns Equity ſuſtaines, 

Do on this hawty head that doth witq/tand 
Nature , and heau'n,and all the world diſdaines, 
Due juſtice; 6 let ſome auengeing brande = 
Teach him by 's owne to pitty others paines, 

And graunt he may himſclfe approone the grieues - 
Fe bath to thouſands giun , and daily gines. 


The juſt Petition that thiy Nymphe prefer d, 
Which ſhe with rayning ey2s repeated oft, 

The ©Poures immortall had no ſooner heard , 
But they Ramnuſia /ummond from alofie, 

IV boſe ſad doome was (and was not long defer d) 
| That lone ſhould render hit hard boofome ſoft ; 
But ſuch alone , and of ſo ſtrange a nature, 
As nere before poſſeſſed human creature. 


Within a ſhady groue (-vnder a hill) 

That opes into a medoy faire, and wide, 

Whoſe ainpie face a thouſand py'ed fleures fill, 

And many an odorow berbe, and plant befide , 

| Rixeth a fountaine freſh and coole ; for [lil 
The wood of one, and of the other fide 
The ſhady ſhoulders,of the hill defende it, 

That the warme midday -ſun cannot offende it. 


The 
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The water of thi well ts euer cleare, 

And of that wonderfull tranſparency, 

That his deepe bortome ſeemes to riſe, and neere 
Offer it ſelfe to the beboulders eye- 

The bot Sun burnes the ground, and eury where 
Shepberd and ſheep to the coole ſbadowes fly; 


When loue, (80 auenge bim{elfe) to thu Fount guidetb 


This lonely buoy in whom no loue abideth. 


Scalt with the Sun, and weary with the cbace, 


Fe ſecke's to reſt him[elfe, and quench bu thirſt, 


And glad of hauing found ſo fit a piacey 
Layes by bu bow and quiuer from him firſt, 
Then, his impatient drouth away to chace, 
Inclines him to the flattring Fount. accur ſ# 
For euer may that trech'erou mirbar __ 
IWherin be hapt hit own faire ſhade 


While ore the Fountaines face his a face 
And greedy lips the cooling liquor draw, 
| Agreater heate doth in bu breſt ariſe, 
Caus'd by the ſhade hein the water ſaw. 

* Lone finding ſoone whereon he fixt bu eyes, - 
' Gan 10 th: bead by goulden arrow araw, 

| And all bu hart with the vaine lous infc&ted 
Of what the liquid-chriſtall glaſſe1 ejiettea. 
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The beautious image that be ſees ſo cleerely, 

And hi owne ſhadow in the fountaine makes ; 

Not for a[badow immaterial merely, 

But for abody palpable, he takes; 

Each part apart, then altogether neerely 

Viewes, and growes thirſtier as bu thirſt bs lakes ; 
Hr: eye bu owne eye ſees, and loues the fight , 

While with it ſelfe it doth it ſelfe delight. 


He' extols the lip, admires the cheeke, where be 

The red and white ſo apily mingled findes ; ” 

Ht either eye aftarre be deemes tobe, 

The (hining baire that the brow faire imbindes, 
 Hecalls a ſun-beame, ts [o bright to ſee ; 

And bu affeftion ſo bit reaſon blindes, 

As all thu faire for which all eyes adore him, 

Fl: ſtill imputes to what he ſees before him. 


Long gaxing with thu earneſt admiration, 
(Which well by enry geſture teſtifies, ) 

The ſhadow ſeemes copartner in bis paſſion, 
And in the ſame conreſ} to [ympathizz ; 
Hu owne cach moiion in the [elfe [ane faſhon 
Appearing manifeſtly to hi eyes ; 
The [ame expreſſion that be giues hut paine , 
The ſame the ſhadop renders him ag dine. 
|  Tranſpor- 


Narciflus. © 


 Tranſported with the filly vaine defire 
That the deceiptfull ſhadow breedes in bim, 
With bu inkindled lips be preſſes nigher 
To kiſse the lips that on the water ſrimme ; 
Thoſe lips, as if they did ba lips require, 
Arixe with equal haſt to the wells brimme ; 
But hit abuſed lips their purpoſe miſſs, 

And only the deluding water kiſſe. 


The water (troubled) doth the ſhade deface 
With many awrinkle, he for feare 10 looke it, 
Extends with louing haſt ouer the place 
Hw greedy armes, of etther fide to' incloxe its ? 
But they (beguild) only -oaine ayre imbracez = oo 
He frowing lookes againe;that frownes; be wooes it 
 Apaine with (miles. ah dire and cruell law 
Of thy owne frowne ( poore buoy) to [land in awee 


 Ml-fated wretch , alas what doſt thouſes 

That in thy breſt thi mutiny awakes > = 

Perceiuſ# thou not that wha: enamors thee 

Is but the ſhadow thy owne body makes ? 

And of how ſtrange , and filly' a quality 

The paſſion 1 wherewith thy boſome akes, 

That fondly flatters thee, tu ſtill without thee, 

| When wbat thou ſeek tbau eur bear ſi about __ 
0 
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 Soneere about thee ,as thou need(} not feare 
But while thou tarrieſt heere , "twill tarry too; 
And when thou weary art of ſtaying heere , 

"Twill go along with thee where ere thou zoe : 

1 ſee thine eyes blubbred with many a teare, 

| And wearyed, yet not ſatisfy d with woe ; 
Thou mourn dſt at firſt , 1 allay and eaſe thy paine, 
And now thon monrn [} to ſee that mourne againe- 


The teares tbe ſhadow ſhedds, doth this accur(} 

' Fonde louer for a firme aſſurance take, 

That what he loues, feeles no leſſe amorous thirſte , 
And in compaſſion [orrowes for bu ſake. 

He opes bi armes 10' imbice it at firſt ; 

The Shade conſents, and doth like geſture make : 
He nothing gripes z but turnes , and rudely teares 
Ht haire, and drownes hu roſy cheekes in teares. 


Defire of food , nor want of ſleepe can free 
H#s thought from 'proſequuting ſtill the woe 
His tirannizing Paſſion bzeedes , whence be 
Becoms a deſperate praye to his loudfoe ; 
Th enamourd eyes will nere aunerted be 
From their owne ſplendor, thiit enthralls him ſo , 
As ( [pigbt of any reaſon can inſtru him) 
"" ſme pill ts a-ſperdy: death condubt him. 
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He riſes oþ at length , and ſtanding by , 
Pointes to the Founte, as author of the wrong 
Flu hart receiu'd tbrough his -onwary eye; 
Then theſeſad accents the leaud woods among | 
ighes from bu breſts impatient agony ; 
Tee woods 30 whome theſe wailing words belong , 
( For you alredy haue beheld in parte . 

The wretched plight of my affiifted harte.) 


Wee woods, Whoſe browes to beau'n,, and fecte to hell 
Through il” ayre andample earth extended be, 
That haus/o leng held your faire right ſo well 
Againſt th -onciuile winters injury , 

And many aloue-fick wight haue ſure heard tell 

The ſtory of hi [add captivity 

\ Hong ,your dumb ſhades, O tell mee if ever breſ? 
Y banc beard with ſuch a lotic as mine,poſſeſt. 


What harte ere ſuch a darkneſſe found to infould it, f 
To louea falſe andflecting thing (0 deare, | 
Which when 1 thinke within my armes 1 hould it , | 
Is fled from me,and 1 am nere theneere; 
T finde my error ; ſomewhat does withbould it, { 
And my delufion plainely doth appeare 3 

Net can 1 nere the more atuerte my miude 


From ſeeking ſtill what Tſball neuer findes - | 
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But ſee thi woe that doth all woe ſurmount , 

Whas t: it barres, what i it hinders me ? 

Is't either foming (ea , or craggy mount , 

Strong gate, or thick wal! rear d to' eternity ? 

Alas tis but anarrow ſhallow fount 

That 's tnterposd tweene my defires and me, 

Where what I ſeeke appeares,Q& would come to me, 
- Didnot thc jelious waters bould it fro me. 


For Imy head no ſooner downwards hould, 
 Waikwillto impreſſe thoſe ruby lips with mine, 
But with like will (redyer then can be tould) 
It ſmiles, and doth the beautious head encline. 

' 0 thoufaire fabrick of celeſtial mould 
Come forth , ani let our lips and boſomes joine ; 


And ſporte we in thu flowry mede together. 


AymeeTcalt, but none will anſwer me. 
(ome yer at laſt ,if but to let me know 
Since I am young , louely, and faire to ſee, 
Why thoudoſt hide thy ſelfe, and {bunne me [0 ; 
Looketn my face, and view the harmony 

The -variow floures make that tbere freſhly grow, 
And tell me then, wher fore thou doſt abborre 


Thet , that a thouſand bartes do languiſo for- 
| I know 


Leaue that ronfriendly fountaine, and come hether , 


— 
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1 know ( wretch that Tam) I know thee now : 


Th' art my owne (hadow meerely ; ti the ſhine 


That falls pon the waters chriſtall brow 


From ths bright face, and beautiou limbs of mine , 


And nothing elſe ; T finde, alas 1know 

'Ti Land only Tfor which 1 pine ; 

At my owne eyes alone (-onhappy elfe) 
T light the fire wherein 1burne my ſelfe. 


Tknow that 1 am it, andituT - 
That both the loucd aw , and louer 800 ; 
But to allay wwy feaurou malady 

Alas What ſhall 1 ſay , what ſhall 1 doe? 
Shall Imy ſelfe, to wooe my ſelfe, apply , 
Or ſtay perbaps till other do mee woo * 


To pine in want, with ower-much poſſeſſing. 


Ah could T thus fleſb-frame aſunder parte 
And take a body from thu body free ; 
And(baning what 1 lone ſo well, aparte,) 
Demide my loue betweene them equally, 

So as they both, one interloning barte 
"Poſſeſs ; 1 might perhaps contented be : 

Bus 0 alas it nener may be done ; 
To wake that two, that Nature Wade Ht one: 


Aymee , wealth makes mee poore ; accurſed bleſiing 
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Lnder the combrou weight my [oule doth beare, © 
Wanting the meane it ſeife 10 ſatisfy , | 
1 fainte, and feele my death aproachine neere ; 
And more I grieue a thouſand fold to dye, 

That in my ruine, that that i more deaye 

Then life to mee, muſt fall as well asT;, 

Deaths face were not ſo ſoure to looke opon , 
Might that ſweete face ſuruine when T were gone. 


He weepes, atid to the water turnes againe, 
Where he the weeping faind Narciflus wiewes ; 
And eury teare which the falſe faire eyes raine, 
Th impatience of bit balefull woe renewes 

He ſtriues to touch the lou'd cauſe of his paine , 
Troubling the waters that hu eyes abuſe ; 

Then chafes, and cryes if I may neither feele 

Nor heare, at leaſt let mee behould thee ſtill, 


He ranes impatient of bi harts onreſte, 
Hu garment teares, martyrs his baire and rend:s it , 
. Then with hu each bent fiſt, hit innocent breſt 
Beats,but the weede he weares ſomewhat defends it; 
He findes it , and (bim{elfe more to moleſte ) 
Remooues the garment, and ſlarknak d offends it 
With many a churliſh blow , and ſo betakes bins 
Wholly #0 5s woe, as one whoſe [ence forſakes him. 
on 
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The battred juory breſt ſhewes 10 the view 
Like balfe-rips grapes, apples, halfe red, or roſes 
S:rew d on ſome lilly banke , that (blowing une ) 

The wvirgin-leaues to the warme Sundiſcloxes ; 
And ſuch, as though chang d from the former bue , 
Tet nought at all of his firſt beauty Iooges, 

But ſeemes(though ſore perhaps , and akeing more). 
As faire , or fairer then it was before. 
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He ſtoopes againes to take an other fight 
Of the belou'd occafion of hit woe ; | 
The water ſhewes him ſoone rhe evill plight - 
The fleſh was in had boarne [omany' a blow ; : 
He mournes to ſee't ; and ſtody'ing how he might 
Fleale, and appeaxe what he bad injur d ſo, 

Hr! armes ( though well he knowes the labour cvaine) 


He needes will plunge into tbe fount againe. 
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The water mooues, be mournes, the Shadow flees  Þþ 

He lets it ſettle, and then lookes.againe« 

Aud now the fatall fire wherein he fryes, 

Hu Sence conſumes,through 100 much ſence of paine; 

So th ore, thatin a melting furngce lyes, 

Growes warme, then bot ; nor long doth ſo remain, 

But meltes, (the fire tyring opon't the whiles) 

And AJofebley as the liquid water boiles. : a 
[ 
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The white , and faire -vermilion faded be 
That late imbelliſht and adorn'd himſo; - 
Ht eye the faint lidd coners beawlly ; [though 
Each limbe growes ſlack and powreleſſe. Ecco al- 
 Heloath dand cvs d her [o diſdainefuly 
Hath ſtill accompany de himin hi woe, 
And ener would repeate , and anſwer make 
Well as ſhe could ,to whatſoere be [pake. 


What ſound bi hands (beating each other) made, 
Or when bu boſome felt their battery , 

She thelike ſownd returnes. he to the Shade 

L anguiſhing cryes, Behould for thee T dye : 

For thee 1 dye , anſwers thinamourd maide, 

R emembring ber owne cruel! deſtiny. 
At length be ſadly behes farwell, and dyes. 
 Farevellſayes Eccho , andno more replyes. 


Hu ghoſt i; to the ſhades infernall gon, 

And (carry ng ſtill bis error with bim) there 

Lookes him in thoſe pale ſtreames of Acheron , 

And woes, & winnes bimſelfe and ncre the neere. 

The Nymphes and hamadryads eury one 

With the ſad Nayads who bu fiſters were , 

With ſhriekes && cryes which they to beau'n inforce, 

Sirew their faire ſborne haires on the bloudleſt: cor[e. 
— Ecco 
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Ecco, (that grieues no lefſe then 1h' other do) 
 Confounds her lamentation lowd with theirs; 
And would her trefſes teare, and her fleſh 100, 
Had ſhe them (till ; but as fhe may, (he beares 
Fer part in eury ſound of griefe, and woe, 
That from beat hand, or wayling voiceſhe heares. 
If any ( weeping ) cry, aymee he's gone, 
Ohe [ayes the ſame, and multiplies the moan. 


Flu fun erall pile rounded with tapers bright , 
The wayling Nympbes prepare without delay ; 
But the dead corſe us vanijhi from their fie br ; 
And inthe place where the pale carcaſſe lay , 

A flowre with yallow [eed, andleaues milke white 
Appeares ; a fairer flowre April nor May = 
Teelds ; for it keeps much of hu beauty ſpill. 
Some call t a Lilly, ſome a Daffadill. 


— 


 Obſeruation ypon the T ale of 
| Narciſſus, 

Y As not the leaſt of theFablesof 

the Auncients but had cheir mea- 
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nings, and molt of them diuerſe mea- 
nings alſo, ſo no leſle hath this of 
Narciſſus, which Ouwid hath ſmoothe- 


. ly ſung, and I paraphraſtically Eng- 


gliſhrafter my owne way , and for 
my owne pleaſure. Wherein I am 
not vawilling to render ( withall ) 
what, as Iam taught a little by my 


- owne Genius ; and more by better vn- 


der{tandings then my own, the Fable 
was by the firſt deuizers therof made 
tomeane. And fir{t , for the Geo- 
graphick parte; the Sence thereof 1s 
(I conceine) abuious enough : The 
Talc tells vs,the god Cephifua great 


River in Beotra, that running through 
the ager Atticns or Attick field (as the 
Place wasaunciently called) meetes, 


and nungles his ſtreames with the 
Water-nymphe Liriope , a narrow 
brooke ſo named, and hauing be- 


Ig 


rweene them compaſled a flat low 
ground almolt Iland-wiſe ., before 
ER 3 
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their falling together intothe Phale- 
rick gulphe , they were ficly called 
the Parents of this Narciſuor Daffa- 
dil , beeing a floure which, (beſides 
the ſpecifical] nature ithath to grow, 
and thriue beſt in wateriſh places, ) 
the medowy groundes thoſe waters 
encompaſled , did chiefely yeeld and 
abound in. This Narciſu is fai- 
ned to eſchew and flye the compa- rhe Phyſick 


ENCEs 


 nteof all women, noleſſe then of the * 
Nymphe Ecco that is enamour'd_ 
and doates vpon him ; denoting by 
thisauuerſ1on of his; the nature of 
the floure thac beares his name; for 
the daffadill or water-lilly , the ſeedes 
thereof eſpecially (as theapplyersof 
them in medcine haue obſerued) do 
powerfully- extinguiſh the ability 
and deſire of carnall copulation , by 
ouercooling of the animall feed ; 
aoleſlechen does Tg in 
Hons caſtur, Calamunt ite vio-. 
Fr wo ”.  — nb 


— 


8 * ws A WO > t<— ty - A I 6 ene et pang; 


. 108 


letts.and the like of that kinde. From 
this his before mienctoned quality , 
and the ill effect ic workes in mans 
body , his name Narciſſus (which is 
torpedo, languor, ſegnities-{lothe, ſtupi- 
ditie, lazineſſe) was by the auncients 
not vnfitly giuen to this vegitable. 
And they out of this conſideration 
likewiſe faigned that Proſerpine , 
when Plutorauiſhed her away as ſhe 
was gathering floures, had: her la 
full of Narciſſuſes; becauſe lazy & vn- 
bulted- women are moſt ſubject vnto 
ſuch inconuentences. And becauſe - 
{lothfull , voaCtiue , and vninduſtri- 
ous mingdes arefor the moſt parte vn- 
capable of producing any permanent, 
CibRancial orreall eftects or frute in 
any kinde, this fraile flowre there- 
fore( the mbole of ſuch ikeimper- 
fect and: dificient inclinations, ) was 
UNODS the number of loſt , dead, 
an 
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thoſe Auncient inueſtigators of Na- 
tures trueths , particularly dedicated 
to their [nfernall gods, The Morall 
expounders of this Fable will haue 
it meane thus,- Ecco, or Fame, (a faire 
yoice) loues and wooes Narciſſus , or 
*Philautia ; but the ſelfe-Jouing man, 
enamord (like this Narciſſu ) only 
on himſelfe , and blinde to all plea- 
ſures bur thoſe of the Sence, deſpiſes 
and flightes the more to be imbraced 
. happineſle of a laſting cenowne , and 

memory ; and is dying , his 
fame , and all ofhim dyes with him, 
and he becomes onuly-charu du infer. 
A much higher =: nobler meaning 
then any of theſe before deliuered , 1s 
by excellent Authors giuen to this 
Fable : wherein we muſt know,that 
25 41l-che firſt wiſe Auncicncs in ge- 
nerall; vader characters, figures, and 
ſimboles of things, layd downe the 
precepts of their wiſdome to Polte- 
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ſence. 
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rity , ſo in particular did P;thagoras, 
who (as the moit autentick Iamblicus 
the Caldean tells vs) delivered alfo 
the molt parte of his doctrines in f1- 
guratiue, tipick, and ſymbolick No- 
tions: among which , one of his do- 
cuments iSthis-While the winds breathe, 
adore Ecco. This Winde 1s Gs the be- 
fore-mencioned Jamblicw , by conſent 
of his other fellow-Cabalifts ayes) the 
Symbole of the Breathof God ; and 
Ecco, the Reflection of chis diuine 
breath, or Spirit ypon vs; or(as they 
interpret it )-the daughter of the dinine 
voice ; which through the beatifying 

| ſplendor it ſhedds & diffuſes through 
the Soule, is juſtly worthy to be re- 
uerenced and adored by vs. This Ecco 
deſcending vpon a Narciſw , or ſuch 
2 Soule' as{1mpurely and viciouſly 
afteaed) ſlights , and ſtops his cares 
ro the Dine voice , or ſhutts his 
hartefro dine Inſpirations,chrough 
his. 


4 


Fi 7 "£5 ? _— 7 a 
S dd o AIG > 
| 'y IT 
LY 


_—_— 


his being enamourd of not himſelfe, 
but his owne ſhadow meerely , 


(buried in the ordures of the Sence) 


followes corporall ſhadowes , and 
flyes the light and pirity of Intelle- 
Ctuall Beauty,hebecoms thence (be- 
_ Ing diſpoyled ,(a5s the great 7amblicw 


owns of hispropper., native, and 


_ celeſtall vertue, and ability,) an ear- 
thy , weake , worthleſle thing , and 
fic ſacrifize for only ecernall-obliui - 
on., And the dj ivferi; to whom the 
Auncients (as is before noted) be- 
queathed anddedicated this their la- 
zy , ſtupid , and for-cuer-fameldle 
Narciſſus. : NT 
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Kok. ay: 7. for than. read then, and ſo chronghour the 
-  booke. 

fol: ;. lin: 12. for hotheaded reade wa 

foi: 26. lin: 13+ for-it ic bath r. ithath.. 

fol: 21.lin: 7. For-Inciger, r. integer-.in the 
ibid: for Bargaldus r. Beroalas , and for write 
r. writ his-praiſes. 

fo: 22. linzzo, for. and and graces-r. and graces. 


fo: x3. ling $2. for-whither r. whether. 

34-lin: vim: r.arg eld it the. Poer orally r. Ke 
held in. the Peert y 
fo:26. lin:7. for-prefeſſions x. profeſſion. and y. lines after 
- ; for fawning r. fawnings. 

ibid: lin: 23. for-publicam. to pudicam, 

fo: 31-lin: 4. for. pm likewiſe. lt. amr likewiſe. 

f6t 33 Jin: 20; for. a Haiie bi as. r, as hauc bin a, 

fos grilta, 2. for thanc3.then. I c 

fo: 40. lin. yltims for Rabi Moyſes. r. Rabi Moſes 

fo: 43-lins 4. for kuowledge.r. knowledge. 

ko: 55. lin. age of them; made. r, of them) made 


fot 61, ling 1. for, Ggnlobin Ggnitics 
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